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The United Irish American As-
sociation (UIAA) has elected Pat-
rick D. McGuinness of Lockport as 
Grand Marshal for the 2020 Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade. The Parade 
will be on Sunday, March 15th at 
2PM on Delaware Avenue in the 
City of Buffalo. The day will start 
with Mass celebrated by our chap-
lain Fr. David Richards at Saint Jo-
seph’s Cathedral at 10:30 AM.  Pa-
rade participants will line up near 
the McKinley Monument and pro-
ceed north on Delaware Avenue to 
North Street.

Deputy Marshals are selected 
by the Grand Marshal.  Patrick 
has asked his wife Lois, his brother 
Paul McGuinness and his grand-
son TJ (Timothy James) Messina 
to be deputies for this once in a 
lifetime honor.  A large group of 
family and friends will also march 
the route.

Patrick’s parents were born in 
Ireland.  His father, John McGuin-
ness was born and raised on a 
farm in County Monahan and his 
mother, Violet was born in County 
Limerick.  They were married in 

Patrick D. McGuinness  
Grand Marshal Saint  
Patrick’s Day Parade 

Sunday, March 15th on Delaware Avenue at 2PM   
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Dan was born in Chicago 
while his father was stationed 
there during WWII. When the 
war ended his Buffalonian par-
ents returned to the Queen City 
and lovingly raised ten more 
children.

He attended St. Vincent de 
Paul grammar school, Canisius 
High School and Canisius Col-
lege. After a brief stint teaching 
in the Buffalo school system he 
went into private industry with 
DJ Mead Paper Co. as an ac-
count executive.

Dan had a lifelong fascination 
with music and learned to play 
the banjo and guitar. He joined 
the Bar-Room Buzzards Dix-
ieland band. Thirty one years 
and 4 albums later he took up 
the bagpipes. He is still active in 
both genres.

His real passion however, is 
architectural woodworking. He 
singlehandedly designed and 

built the Claddagh room at the 
Buffalo Irish Center. His tireless 
enthusiasm for woodworking as 
a hobby has prodded him on to 
replicate dozens of 18th. century 
and Queen Ann reproductions.

As a longtime member of 
the Buffalo Irish Center he was 
awarded “Irishman of the Year” 
in 2003 and in 2016 The Friend-
ly Sons of St. Patrick bestowed 
on him the same honor.

Dan also introduced and 
chaired a new idea to the Irish 
Center, a tri-ethnic event called 
the St. Patrick Joseph Dyngus 
Day celebration-…Irish, Pol-
ish &Italian..Where we cele-
brate the three high holy days 
of March.  St. Patrick’s Day, St. 
Joseph’s Day and Dyngus Day. 
Three ethnic bands in 3 different 
rooms. Always celebrated the 
Sunday after the Parade. This 
fabulously entertaining event is 
now in its23rd.. year and always 
a sellout.

Dan is currently a member 
and President of the storied 
Blackthorn Club. He is also a 
member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus and the Holy Name 
Society at St. Aloysius Gonzaga 
Parish. He is actively involved 
as a volunteer as a musician and 
platelet donor at Roswell Park 
Hospital.

Dan and his wife Carol have 
been married for 51 years. They 
have two daughters and four 
grandsons. All living in Buffalo.

Dan McCue

Honorary Chair of the 
BIC Civic Luncheon
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Kevin

A Letter From
The Editor...

beannachtaí!

Here we are with the High Holy Days fast approach-
ing.  The Shamrock Run is usually the kick off for the 
St Patrick’s Season for me but I will out West skiing at 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming.  I will have to find an Irish 
Pub in Jackson Hole to toast my friends and family 
running the Shamrock Run.

The next big event is the Civic Luncheon at the Irish 
Center on Friday before Buffalo’s the two St Patrick’s 
Day parades.  This takes training and endurance to get 
through three days of celebration.  Monday and Tues-
day will be rest days for me.

Don’t forget to stop at the Irish Center on St Patrick’s 
Weekend; there will be entertainment on Friday, Satur-
day and especially Sunday after the parade!
 
lá sona naomh Pádraig,
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor

Toronto then moved and 
became citizens of the Unit-
ed States settling in Lakev-
iew, NY,

Patrick and his six broth-
ers were raised in Lakeview 
and attended Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help School.  
Patrick graduated from 
Frontier High School and 
started working at Roswell 
Park at 19 as a lab assistant 
and went on to become a 

blood donor recruiter.  Now, 
Pat lives in Lockport with 
his wife Lois.  He has two 
daughters Caitlin McGuin-
ness, Patricia (Tim) Messina 
and grandson TJ, and two 
step children Ashley and 
Ricky Schlitzer.  Patrick is 
an exempt member of the 
Lakeview Fire Department 
and an exempt member and 
trustee of the South Lock-
port Fire Department.

Going to the Saint Pat-
rick’s Day Parade was a tra-

dition for the McGuinness 
family.  Pat’s work on the Pa-
rade started as a sign carrier 
in childhood. As a blood do-
nor recruiter, he organized 
and built prize winning 
floats in the Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade for many years 
for the Plasmapheresis Do-
nor Unit.  Later he became 
a division marshal and then 
was elected to the executive 
committee of the UIAA.   

The theme of the parade 
is “Hail to Saint Patrick-God 

Bless America –Support our 
Troops and First Respond-
ers.”  Groups interested in 
marching in this year’s Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade may 
telephone 716-875-0282 or 
visit our website www.Buf-
faloStPatricksDayParade.
com to obtain an entry. 
UIAA Executive Committee 
members are also available 
on Sunday afternoons at 
3PM at Buffalo Irish Center, 
245 Abbott Road.

Patrick D. McGuinness Grand 
Marshal Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 
Continued from page 1
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By Kathleen Byrns Mendola

My father, George J. Byrns Sr., passed 
away on December 21st 2019. Many won-
derful people have expressed their deepest 
sympathies adding, especially at this time of 
year.  Future Christmases may prove to be 
difficult for us, his survivors, and thatis for 
sure.

As a catholic I choose to see the timing 
of my dad’s death differently.  What a won-
derful time to be called home to the Father; 
the season of Advent, the anticipation of the 
coming of Our Lord, His Son. He was also 
able to spend his 84th birthday (December 
24) and Christmas with his parents, broth-
ers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins and life-
time friends.  

When my father was born, on Vincennes 
St. in the Old First Ward, a good friend of 
my grandmother’s told her to never forget 
his birthday.  He was born on Christmas Eve 
and his special day could easily get lost in 
all of the chaos.  My grandmother followed 
that advice and my mother followed her ex-
ample.  Throughout the years, as the family 
grew, so did the birthday celebration.  We 
were all there every year; it was an unspo-
ken rule.  If you died that day you walked 
it off and made your way to dad’s birthday 
celebration.  

My father had very little in the way of for-
mal education, yet was one of the wisest men 
I’ve ever known.  He had codes that he lived 
by but didn’t preach them; he led by exam-
ple: If it has nothing to do with you, stay out 

of it, mind your own business, Always greet 
someone with a handshake while looking 
them in the eye. If it was the first time you 
met, “Pleasure to meet you”.  If it was some-
one you knew, “It’s good to see you”.  There 
were very few people he didn’t like and if he 
didn’t like someone there was a very good 
reason.  However, if he went to a wake, fu-
neral, wedding or any other gathering and 
came upon someone he wasn’t especially 
fond of, he would still shake hands with that 
person and say, “good to see you”.  There was 
no such thing as a bully; there were plenty of 
sissies but no bullies.  Stand up for yourself. 

As a rather small fellow, he learned ear-
ly on to take care of himself, fight his own 
battles and hold his own.  He realized, at a 
very young age, that everyone goes for the 
smallest guy first. 

Most people who are about to “go a 
round” will say, hold my jacket or hold my 
beer; my dad’s battle cry was, “oh yea pal”!  
When we heard that we knew it was on and 
he even called them “Pal” before beating 
them up; no grudges, no enemies.  

As kids, if we came home crying, he 
would throw us out the door and tell us to 
never come home crying again.  Tough love; 
and it was love.  He was teaching us what 
he had learned the hard way as a young boy.  

My mother, Patricia Ferron, is from the 
Ward as well.  They met the day my moth-
er graduated from grammar school.  She 
was walking home wearing her new penny 
loafers.  She was far too cool for pennies so 
she had dimes in the slots of the shoes.  My 
dad stopped her and asked if he could have 
the dimes out of her shoes so he could buy a 
pack of cigarettes.  Believe it or not, the ro-
mance began that day and didn’t end until 
December 21 of 2019.  

At that time my dad lived with his fam-
ily in a small cottage apartment on O’Con-
nell Ave.  After moving from Vincennes 
St. to O’Connell they remained there until 
everyone was grown.  My grandmother 
didn’t move out until she was well into her 
70s.  She rented an assisted living apartment 
at Bethel Estates in Hamburg, NY.  Her 
last home would be Autumn View nursing 
home, right across the street.  Taking care of 
his mother was my dad’s priority.  Even after 
he married and had a family he made sure 
she was cared for.

My parents were the quintessential ‘50s 
couple First Ward.  They hung out on South 
Park Ave. at Ma Carr’s, Pappas’ soda bar, 
Tony’s soda bar, Nick the Greek’s and the 

Masque show.  My dad was a good base-
ball player and spent a great deal of time at 
the field house across Perry and Lannigan’s 
playground.  

The couple married July7th, 1956 at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help church.   They 
moved into an apartment next door to 
my grandmother on O’Connell Ave.; in 
the Barrett house.  They later moved to an 
apartment on Hamburg St. across the street 
from Gene McCarthy’s.  It was the second 
house from the corner and the owners and 
downstairs tenants were Huey and Dorothy 
Shine; Debbie Shine’s (also known as Mrs. 
Bughead Smith’) parents. We moved to Ala-
bama St. and stayed there until 1971.

I was born June 29, 1957.  Like any good 
First Ward Irish couple, they gave me an 
Irish twin on June 25, 1958.  My youngest 
brother was born in 1963.  We all went to 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help school, as did 
my father and grandmother.  

1971 was the last graduating class from 
“pets” and the neighborhood was seeing a 
downturn.  After my 8th grade graduation 
we moved to West Seneca. I don’t think any 
of us wanted to leave but the schools were 
closing, the grain elevators were closing and 
the railroad was winding down.  

My dad tried to get into the Marines 
when he was 17.  My grandfather found out 
and put a stop to it.  My mother often says, 
what if.  My response is, we would have been 
constantly moving and never have had the 
amazing privilege of growing up in the Old 
First Ward.  

After his “Marine stunt” my father 
worked at the Barrel Factory, the elevators 
for a bit, was laid off, went to Donner Han-
nah Coke and then back to the grain eleva-
tors.  He worked for Peavey on Child’s St. for 
many years.  The elevator was bought out 
by Con-Agra and closed shortly after.  My 
dad was 48 with no job.  As I said earlier, 
my dad was one of the wisest men I’ve ever 
known.  He would keep up his union dues 
even though things looked bleak for the 
Longshoremen.  He worked a few different 
jobs for a few years and then was called back 
to the St. Mary’s elevator.  General Mills had 
grain in there that needed to be moved and 
they needed someone with his knowledge 
to run the operation.  Shortly after he was 
finished there he went to General Mills until 
his retirement; a total of 45 years on the wa-
terfront that he truly enjoyed and was proud 
of. 

My dad was not without his “troubles”.  

He “ran away” to Pennsylvania when he was 
about 14, was caught by the police and was 
picked up by his aunt Violet.  She lived there 
with her husband George, my dad was his 
namesake.  He was hit by a car on Hamburg 
St. He was great friends with Mike Fitzpat-
rick, as was my grandmother with his moth-
er Nel.  The force of the car sent my dad 
sailing across the street, knocked his shoes 
off and sent Mike Fitzpatrick home crying, 
hiding under the bed screaming, Georgie 
Byrns is dead! He knocked a Marine out 
cold in the middle of South Park Ave. for 
talking to my mother.  He took on two guys 
who were making fun of a handicapped fel-
la from the neighborhood.  He was arrest-
ed for that.  The police were driving by as 
it was happening and my dad was deemed 
the aggressor.  In the early ‘60s he went out 
and bought himself a pair of Florsheim 
wing tipped shoes.  They cost a whopping 
$125.00; two and a half months rent at the 
time.  My mother said you bastard!  Those 
things better last forever because you’ll be 
buried in them.  The shoes were the first 
thing my mom and I pulled out of the closet 
when we had to get his things together for 
Pat Cannan. 

My dad died from dementia.  It’s a horri-
ble disease.  Again, he wasn’t a big man but 
he was as strong as a bull and worked hard 
his whole life.  He was also quick witted, one 
of his best qualities.  When you see someone 
like him get to a point of not even being able 
to stand, his quick wit reduced to repeating 
himself over and over again, his nerves of 
steel becoming frazzled and his bright beau-
tiful Irish eyes being reduced to a dead stare, 
it’s heartbreaking.  And as much as you love 
a person it can be difficult to hear the sto-
ries over and over, watch the Three Stooges 
just one more time or explain to them where 
they are and why, for the 100th time. 

One day I asked myself; I wonder how 
many tries it took for him to teach me how 
to ride a bike, tie my shoes, learn my ABC’s, 
spell my name, be quiet in church, be re-
spectful and never mind what others think 
of you, you just do what’s right? Many, I’m 
sure.  It was my turn to do the same for him.  

Even the strongest of hands can lose their 
grip, the greatest of minds can become 
cloudy and the biggest of hearts can break. 
So-be kind-always be kind.

Another Old First Warder Leaves  
His Legacy Behind
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By: Saint Patrick’s Irish  
American Club

Saint Patrick’s Irish American Club’s Un-
sung Hero is Michael D. O’Sullivan.  The 
award will be presented at our annual Saint 
Brigid’s dinner party.   This year the dinner 
will be on Saturday, February 8th at the Buf-
falo Irish Center.  The gathering begins at 
6PM and dinner is at 7PM.  Tickets are $30 
and may be obtained by calling Kathy Mas-
terson at 826-0828 or Nellie Moran at 826-
5387 or at the Tara Gift Shoppe.  Please join 
us for an evening of friends and fun. Help us 
honor Saint Brigid and celebrate with Mike.

Michael O’Sullivan has been part of Saint 
Patrick’s Irish American Club all of his 
life.    His parents Janet O’Sullivan, born in 
Lennoxtown, Scotland and the late Patrick 
O’Sullivan from Kilgarvin, Co Kerry were 
early family members of St. Pat’s Club.  That 
family membership brought Mike and his 

siblings to club events to help on whatever 
tasks needed to be done.  Michael is current-
ly Vice President of the club.  In recent years 
Mike has been a St Patrick’s Irish American 
Club rep on the Buffalo Irish Center Board 
of Directors.  For St. Pat’s Club Mike has 
always been active whether it was for Irish 
festivals, spaghetti dinners, fall dances, St 
Brigid’s parties, Easter Bunny breakfasts 
or Halloween parties and has included his 
family in our events.  Mike’s wife Jane and 
children Michael, Maureen and Julia will be 
celebrating with us.

Aside from Mike’s volunteering in the 
Irish community, Michael has been involved 
in Scouting for over 42 years. In 1977 he re-
ceived his Eagle Scout award. He achieved 
the highest rank in the Order of the Arrow, 
Vigil Honor with Lodge 159 and in 2004 and 
received the Silver Beaver award in 2014, a 
council level distinguished Service award for 
impact on the lives of youths through ser-
vice given to the council.

Unsung Hero  
Michael D O’Sullivan
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Can a local festival be both popular and 
unknown to Western New Yorkers? It 
can if it’s the Niagara Celtic Heritage 
Festival! This charming event is held 
every year in Northern Niagara County, 
and if you haven’t visited before then 
mark your calendars now: September 17 
& 18.
For many Niagara Celtic is a hidden gem, 
a family-friendly affair that celebrates 
amazing heritage, history and fantasy in 
a way that’s reminiscent of the carnivals 
and fairs of yester-year. The festival 
is packed with non-stop entertainment 
and hands-on fun, all sheltered within 
trees and surrounded by a breathtaking 
view of Lake Ontario. Once you arrive 
you’ll instantly feel magic in the air. 
We’re not kidding! It’s an indescribable 
atmosphere, created out of an amazingly 
diverse crowd surrounded by so many 
new experiences and fun they can’t help 
but smile and get swept away.
There is a wonderful array of Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh foods, artisans, 

performers, craftsmen, animals, 
historical re-enactors and more. Guests 
can shop, dine, listen to music, cheer on 
athletes, learn to swordfi ght, see animal 
demos, explore the popular kid’s corner, 
attend classes…the list goes on and on. 
“You really have to see the festival to 
understand how amazing it is,” explains 
one of the festival’s Associate Directors, 
Vicki Banks. “Every year we have new 
guests join us that are stunned…they 
can’t believe such a unique and wonderful 
festival exists in their ‘backyard’.”
Visiting their website, NiagaraCeltic.
com, you can get a sense at how big 
and broad the festival is. Photos include 
guests enjoying a vast variety of 
entertainment. MacFarlane’s Company is 
one of a handful of groups that have been 
attending since 2001. Based in Ohio, they 
offer hands-on learning, including the 
chance for children to become soldiers 
and battle the British. Longtime member 
Karen Wood has attended since the fi rst 
year.  “I love the many folks who say 

‘My kids played your games at the 1st 
or 2nd [Niagara Celtic] festival and now 
they are in college or have little ones of 
their own!’”
We also believe one of the most 
important parts of their festival is their 
hard-working team of volunteers; nearly 
500 people contribute their talent and 
skills to help make sure guests have a 
wonderful time. To have such a large 
body of volunteers is rare for a modern 
non-profi t, and we can’t help but believe 
that mysterious ‘festival magic’ has 
something to do with it.
Save the Dates: the 16th Niagara Celtic 
Heritage Festival is on Sept. 17 & 18 
in Olcott, NY, which is less than an 
hour drive from Buffalo, Niagara Falls 
and Rochester. There’s also plenty of 
accommodations nearby if you visit for 
the weekend (different events happen 
each day so it’s worth staying). Pre-Sale 
tickets, VIP packages and even special 
discounts are available at NiagaraCeltic.
com; kids 12 & under are free, and there 

is also free parking. 
Of course one way for the festival to be 
memorable is to get in FREE! Visit their 
website by August 26th for a chance to 
win ticket packages- they’re drawing 
6 winners and the contest is open to 
everyone 14 and older.
**TIME AND MONEY SAVING TIP!! 
The festival’s Ticket Booth is always 
busy every year, though the staff works 
hard to process people as fast as possible. 
We recommend not wasting time 
standing in line by ordering your tickets 
online. The system is easy to use, and 
you’ll save money by ordering before 
Labor Day. Irish Times Readers can use 
the special Promo Code: TIMESLOVE 
and save 5% off your order- good until 
9/10! So this year while others stand in a 
long, sunny or windy line, you’ll already 
be enjoying the concerts, shopping, 
food…and everything else you love 
about Niagara Celtic! 
*Photo credit is to Wayne Peters for all 
our photos

The Daughters of Erin had a very 
successful year and although we have a 
summer break from business meetings 
there are festivals and events are on 
our “to do” list. The annual Calendar 
Luncheon, our largest fundraiser, was 
held in May and all 200 plus ladies 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed the 
beautifully decorated tables, lunch and 
the Chinese Auction under the expertise 
of our chairperson Bonnie O’Hara. This 
affords us the opportunity to continue 
our charitable donations throughout the 
year.
Our June meeting began with the 
beautiful candlelit Initiation Ceremony 
for new members. Renee Leiser 
did a wonderful job planning our 

ceremony and delicious catered dinner 
that followed. We welcomed 8 new 
members this year and congratulate 
MaryJo Beltrami, Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Jacqueline Krupczyk, Mary Lynch, 
Elaine McAllister, Patricia Seiner, 
Caroline Spoth and Kristine Werner 
who were sworn in by Past National 
President Meme Riedy. A short business 
meeting led by President Rosemary 
Davis reminded us of the events the 
summer has in store for us.
The Knights of Equity 3rd Degree and 
Ladies of Kincora will host the annual 
“Antless Picnic” on Wednesday July 27 
from 5 – 8pm in the Claddagh Room 
of the Buffalo Irish Center. The event is 
open to all members, family and friends 

and features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
homemade salads, desserts and door 
prizes for adults and children. Tickets 
are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 years and younger and are 
available by calling Knights of Equity 
3rd Degree President Charlie McSwain 
at 860-2491 or can be purchased at 
the door the evening of the event. All 
proceeds benefi t our scholarship fund.
The Knights of Equity and Daughters 
of Erin National Convention will take 
place October 7th and 8th hosted by 
Pittsburgh Court 9 at the Marriott in 
Cranberry Township, PA. Meetings 
and renewing friendships will highlight 
the weekend and we know it will be 
a great time with our friends from 

Court 9 and Detroit Court 6. Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo, will be 
sworn in as National President, so this 
will be a memorable weekend for all in 
attendance.
If you are Catholic and of Irish descent, 
over 18 years of age and would like to 
join our organization, contact President 
Rosemary Davis at 648-1589. Our 
meetings are the third Wednesday of 
each month (except July, August and 
December) at 7pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.
Have a safe, happy and fun summer!

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Closer Than You Realize: A Hidden Adventure along Lake Ontario
Finding Annual Celtic Fun at Olcott Beach

Daughters of Erin
by Meme Riedy

Proud ofBeing

IRISH & 
CATHOLIC

Located In The Buffalo Irish Center

Join The 

ANCIENT
ORDER of 

HIBERNIANS
Contact Tom Lambert (716) 796-7687
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Rep. Brian Higgins was joined by French 
Honorary Consul Pascal Soarès in present-
ing former U.S. Army nurse 1st Lt. Mildred 
Speers (nee Budimirovich) with the French 
Chevalier Legion of Honor Medal and U.S. 
military medals earned while serving during 
World War II.

“Mildred Speers demonstrated incredi-
ble bravery in the face of danger as well as 
skill and selflessness in helping to heal our 
troops,” Higgins said. “Her story of compas-
sion and service is truly remarkable. It is our 
honor to bring her recognition by not one, 
but two grateful nations, for the contribu-
tions she made over 75 years ago.”

Born in June 1921 in Lackawanna, Speers 
later graduated with honors from Lackawa-
nna High School in the class of 1939. She 
went on to attend Buffalo State Hospital 
School of Nursing, earning her license as a 
registered nurse after graduating with hon-
ors in 1942.

Speers spent a year working at Millard 
Fillmore Hospital in Buffalo before enlisting 
for military service in December 1943. She 
was assigned to the 96th Evacuation Hos-
pital Unit of the U.S. Army led by Lt. Col. 
Homer P. MacNamara.

After months of traveling from the U.S. to 
Scotland and through the U.K., she arrived 
at Utah Beach, Normandy, in June 1944, 
having undergone rigorous training and 
preparation for the requirements of military 
service.

The 96th Evacuation Hospital Unit es-
tablished itself as the fifth functioning U.S. 
evacuation hospital in the fields west of 
Ste-Mère-Eglise (St. Marie Eleese), where 
within a month, more than 4,000 patients 
were treated and 2,700 surgical procedures 
were performed by the aggregate staff of 47 
officers, 53 nurses, one warrant officer, one 
hospital dietician and 308 enlisted men.

It was Speer’s duty to conduct triage, 
stabilize wounded soldiers and prepare pa-
tients for surgery if necessary.

In July 1944, as the unit journeyed toward 
La Forêt, the hospital complex came under 
attack by enemy aircraft, with bombs drop-
ping on the nurses’ quarters. Thankfully no 
one was injured, but the attack compelled 
the unit to head for Marigny, where by noon 
the next day they were ready to again receive 
patients.

During the first week of August 1944, the 
96th Evacuation Hospital Unit treated more 
than 1,100 patients and performed more 
than 800 surgical procedures. Later that 
year, just before Christmas, intelligence was 
obtained that the hospital was going to be 
bombed by the Germans. Speers remembers 
putting patients on jeeps and trucks with 
just one hour to evacuate the hospital and 
get patients to safety.

The 96th remained mobile and active un-
til late 1945, when Victory in Europe Day 
marked the end of the Second World War 
in Europe. Speers received a seven-day pass 
and was in Paris when peace was declared in 
Europe. She recalls dancing and celebration 
filling the streets as soldiers and civilians 
alike were finally able to rest easily.

Speers remained overseas and continued 
to provide medical assistance to displaced 
persons and civilians until the medical 
personnel left the Port of Marseille in No-
vember 1945 to return to America. Her unit 
handled nearly a quarter of all First Army 
casualties in Europe during WWII. 

After discharge from the Army in 1946, 

Speers returned home to Western New York 
and resumed her nursing career at Millard 
Fillmore Hospital in the intensive care unit 
and emergency room, and as a private-duty 
nurse from 1947 until 1985.

In addition to serving her country and 
community, she served her church, Christ 
the King Parish in Snyder, where she made 
baptismal shawls for infants.

During a ceremony at Blocher Homes in 
Amherst, Higgins was joined by U.S. Army 
Lt. Colonel Philip Thompson, Buffalo Re-
cruiting Company Commander Captain 
Randy Warren and members of the Buffalo 
Recruiting Company Color Guard. The in-
dividuals presented Speers with the follow-
ing:

The Honorable Service Lapel Button 
WWII: awarded for service and discharge 
under honorable conditions during World 
War II;

A World War II Victory Medal: estab-
lished by Congress in 1945 and presented to 
those who actively served between Dec. 7, 
1941, and Dec. 31, 1946;

The European- African-Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal with a Silver Star attach-
ment: recognizing members of the armed 
forces who served in the European theater 
during WWII. The Silver Star represents the 
five battles in which Mildred was involved. 
These include the invasion of Normandy, 
northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and 
Central Europe.

Additionally, a flag was flown over the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

Honorary French Consul Pascal Soarès 
joined the event to present Speers with the 
French Legion of Honor Medal. The medal 
was established in 1802 by Napoleon Bona-
parte.

The award is separated into five catego-
ries: Chevalier (Knight), Officier (Officer), 
Commandeur (Commander), Grand Offici-
er (Grand Officer) and Grand Croix (Grand 
Cross).

For those who served during the invasion 
of Normandy, the Chevalier Legion of Hon-
or is intended to express France’s gratitude 
toward those who risked their lives, and in 
many cases gave their lives, defending lib-
erty.

It is the highest decoration bestowed in 
France and was created to recognize virtue, 
honor and heroism, according to Higgins’ 
office.

Clarence Bee  
January 7, 2020

AOH member, Craig Speers mother honored for 
service as a U.S. Army nurse during WWII

First Lt. Mildred Speers served as an 
Army nurse during World War II.

Rep. Brian Higgins, right, congratulates Mildred Speers for being honored 
with the French Chevalier Legion of Honor Medal and U.S. military medals 

Dec. 23 at the Blocher Homes. Seated beside her is her son, Craig. Standing at 
left is French Honorary Consul Pascal Soarès. Photos by David F. Sherman
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NIAGARANIAGARA

NiagaraCeltic.com

Niagara County Fairgrounds
Sat. 10am-10:30pm | Sun. 10am-6:30pm

Family Friendly a Kids in Free a Come & Join the Fun!

CELTICCELTIC
Sept. 19 & 20

schedule, tickets, lodging & more:

Heritage Festival & Highland GamesHeritage Festival & Highland Games

th20th

In 1970, the Gaelic Amer-
ican Athletic Assoc. of Buf-
falo, NY (dba Buffalo Irish 
Center) was founded to rec-
ognize and strengthen the 
proud heritage of Buffalo 
and WNY’S Irishcommu-
nity.  The early years were 
fraught with challenges: 
how to pay the mortgage 
and taxes, maintain a pool, 
update the layout of the 
rooms, add a kitchen and 
parking lot, and so much 
more. Volunteers paint-
ed, updated electrical and 
plumbing, redid woodwork, 

bricked over windows etc. 
to change the appearance 
from a YMCA to an Irish 
Heritage Center. 

Bingo was begun to help 
earn the funds needed to 
maintain the Center.   Vol-
unteers came every Thurs-
day for over 40 years to 
help run Bingo and keep 
the building afloat. The an-
nual Civic Luncheon was 
established to help with the 
mounting costs of running 
the Center.  From its ear-
ly years as a private club, 
the Buffalo Irish Center 

changed from club status 
to open/public status in the 
hopes of drawing more peo-
ple to the Center.  Changes 
were made to the building 
façade to restore the arched 
windows and create a new 
entry.  The layout of the in-
terior was again re-config-
ured and a new pub created.   
All because of volunteers 
and community support.

Today the Buffalo Irish 
Center exists because of the 
dedication of many volun-
teers and support from the 
community. Fundraisers 

like Under the Tent, Guin-
ness Toast etc., GoFund-
Me-Preserve the Buffalo 
Irish Center were initiated 
to earn the revenue that Bin-
go was no longer providing. 

Our thanks to all those 
who have made it possible 
for the Buffalo Irish Center 
to celebrate its 50th Anni-
versary in October, 2020.   
This Irish Heritage Center 
will continue to keep the 
traditions alive because of 
your generosity.

“It was only an Irishman’s Dream”

J.P. Fitzgerald’sJ.P. Fitzgerald’s
4236 Clark Street Hamburg 716-649-4025 

www.jpfitzgeralds.com

WNY’s Place to Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day

LIVE IRISH MUSIC!

McCarthyizm

e Blarney Bunch

Geno McManus

SUN March 15
5-8pm Geno MCManus (solo)
5-9pm The Blarney Bunch

SAT March 14
7-10pm Geno MCManus
                & Friends
7-11pm MCCarthyizm

TUES March 17 
                                                          12-4pm  Geno MCManUS (solo)

6-10pm The Blarney Bunch
5-8pm    Geno MCManus
                & Friends
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BIGS
Buffalo Irish 

Genealogical Society

NEXT 3 REGULAR
 MEETINGS

will be in the HDC Conference Room
of the Heritage Discovery Center

100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY 14210
* 

April 18, 2020- Saturday, 10:30-11 AM
18th Annual “Gathering of the Clans”

w/Beginners’ 101 Workshop and One-on-Ones
Jul 21, 2020 - Tue @ 6:00 PM
Oct 3, 2020 - Sat @ 10:30 AM

NEXT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
January 16, 2021 - Saturday @ 10:30 AM 

will be in theGAAA Irish Library  * Buffalo Irish Center
245 Abbott RdBuffalo, NY 14220

VISIT OUR WEB SITE!
http://bigNY.webs.com
or find us on facebook

Come out and warm up 
to the Polkas, Polish food 
and of course the Pączki!

You say, what’s a pączek   
(Pl., punch-key)?  A pączek 
(sing., pohn-check) is a 
deep-fried piece of dough 
shaped into a flattened 
sphere and filled with jam 
or other sweet filling. A tra-
ditional filling is marmalade 
made from fried rose buds. 
Fresh pączki are usually 
covered with powdered sug-
ar, icing or bits of fried or-
ange zest. Pączki have been 
known in Poland at least 
since the Middle Ages. It is 
the feast of plenty before the 
Lenten fast begins. It is the 
last day of gaiety in Karnaw-

al time, the period between 
Christmas and Lent. It is to 
mark the last moments of 
excess before the austerity of 
Lenten sacrifice.   The most 
popular flavor here is the 
black raspberry filled.   You 
say you never did a Polka, let 
the Polish Heritage Dancers 
show you how.  This group, 
the Ambassadors of WNY’s 
Polonia have been hosting 
this celebration for the past 
twenty two years and this 
serves as a fundraiser for 
costumes. Each region of 
Poland has it’s own unique 
dress and dances. So bring 
your family and friends to 
celebrate the last hurrah 
before lent Polish style. The 

23rd Annual Pączki Day 
will take place on Sunday, 
Feb.23, 2020 at the Holy 
Mother of the Rosary Ca-

thedral 6298 Broadway in 
Lancaster from 1:00 PM to 
7:00 PM.

Special Delivery will be 

playing all your favorite pol-
kas and more from 2-6 PM. 
The Polish Heritage Danc-
ers will take the stage at 3 
PM. Our Polish kitchen will 
be open for all your favorite 
Polish foods.   Dinners as 
well as ala carte items, des-
serts and of course Pączki 
will be on the menu. Polish 
Beer will also be available. 
There will also be a Theme 
Basket Raffle. We will crown 
Pączki King, Queen, Prince 
and Princess.  

This event is a perfect 
opportunity to bring chil-
dren and grandchildren for 
a fun afternoon. Plenty of 
free parking and buses are 
welcome. Tickets are $8.00 

in advance, $10.00 at the 
door. Children under 12 
can get in for only $2.00. 
Tickets are limited so get 
them early before they sell 
out! For tickets, table reser-
vations, or more informa-
tion, call (716) 983-5084 or 
(716) 681-0813. Tickets are 
also available at the Am-Pol 
Eagle Newspaper, the voice 
of Polonia, 3620 Harlem 
Rd. Cheektowaga, NY 835-
9454 and at Salt Lamps Etc. 
5274 Broadway, Lancast-
er, NY 395-3379. Pre-sale 
tickets on sale now till Feb. 
21th. Get your tickets early 
as there will be no pre-sale 
tickets held at the door. Like 
them on Facebook.

23rd Annual Paczki Day
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By: Donna M Shine

BUFFALO IRISH GEN-
ALOGICAL SOCIETY 
MEMBERS at the Buffalo 
Irish Center Library 245 Ab-
bott Rd Buffalo 14220

The Buffalo Irish Gene-
alogical Society members 
braved inclement weather to 
attend the annual Organiza-
tional Meeting at the Buffa-
lo Irish Center on January 
18, 2020, with Ed Patton as 
President. 

The most important an-
nouncement at that meet-
ing was confirmation re-
ceived that BIGS had been 
approved for a Permanent 
Charter with library and 
museum status for our ge-
nealogical collection held at 
the HDC Research Library, 
100 Lee St. This application 
has been ongoing for well 
over five years and we are 
very proud to have met all 
the criteria that New York 

State Education Depart-
ment required. A big thank 
you to all who helped in this 
endeavor and to our patrons 
who continue to seek our as-
sistance.

Saturday, April 18, 2020 
at 10:30 am thru 4:00 pm, 
BIGS will hold their annu-
al “Gathering of the Clans”, 
beginning with a short busi-
ness meeting. This year’s 
event will have several short 
tutorials by various BIGS 
members on a “potpourri 
of topics”. One of the top-

ics will be on how to color 
code your DNA matches in 
Ancestry.com, another will 
be on querying in Fulton 
History. “One-on-Ones” 
will be available for patrons 
seeking personal direction 
for their genealogies. This 
event is FREE and open to 
the public.

For more information 
contact: Donna M Shine, 
dmshine@aol.com or call 
713.662-1164. We hope to 
see you there.

BIGS REPORT:  
Permanent Charter 

Approved & Gathering of 
the Clans Coming Up

Sheila Ryan Lempko to 
receive Tara Award

by Meme Riedy

  This most prestigious 
award is given to a mem-
ber who exemplifies the 
ideals of the Daughters of 
Erin which include being a 
member in good standing 
and active with the Daugh-
ters of Erin for at least five 
years, promotes the organi-
zation, assists the Knights 
of Equity in their endeav-
ors, takes part in Catholic 
action, fosters American-
ism and promotes Irish 
culture.  This years’ recip-
ient has been a member of 
the Daughters of Erin for 
over 18 years and is most 
deserving of this highest 
award given to a member.

     Born in Cleveland 
Ohio, she is one of four 
children, Peggy Connors, 
Father Dan Fink of Boyn-
ton Beach and a sister 
who is deceased.   Sheila 
married Paul Lempko and 
they are the proud parents 
of four sons,  Mark, Greg, 
Dave, Mike and daughter 
Mary Pat and grandmother 

of eleven grandchildren.  
Sheila attended Our Lady 

of Victory grammar school 
and Mount Mercy Acade-
my and upon graduation 
was accepted into Mercy 
Hospital School of Nursing 
where she earned her RN 
degree.   After the death of 
her husband in 1994, she 
continued to work at Mer-
cy Hospital and later as a 
nurse for the West Seneca 
Central school system.  

Sheila is very active with 
the Daughters of Erin and 
has held the offices of trust-

ee, secretary, treasurer, Vice 
President and President.  
Her daughter Mary Pat is 
also a member of the orga-
nization.  She has served as 
co-chair the annual Christ-
mas party and participates 
in the Calendar Luncheon, 
Irish Festival, Caz Irish 
festival, events hosted by 
the Knights of Equity, in-
cluding the annual meat 
raffleand volunteers at the 
Buffalo Irish Center events 
including the Thursday 
Nights under the Tent.  
When there is an event and 
volunteers are needed, you 
can always count on Sheila 
to be one of the first to sign 
up! 

     The Tara Award will 
be presented at the Friend-
ly Sons of St. Patrick dinner 
on Saturday March 7, 2020 
at the Buffalo Irish Center. 

     We thank Sheila for 
all her hard work and ded-
ication to the Daughters of 
Erin and congratulate her 
on receiving this most de-
serving award!

Sheila Ryan Lempko
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IRISH CULTURE 
& FOLK ART

ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO, NY INC.

SPONSOR OF 
THE ANNUAL 

BUFFALO FEIS

All interested in our 
Irish Heritage are welcome. 

MEETINGS:
2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm 
at the Buffalo Irish Center

For Information, Call
 Charlie McSwain at 716-677-4497

www.buffalofeis.org

Rev. Msgr. J Patrick Kele-
her, better known as Fr. Pat, 
was born in Lockport, NY.  
He received his education at 
St. John the Baptist School 
in Lockport, the Diocesan 
Prep Seminary, St. John Vi-
anney Seminary, Catholic U, 
Toronto School of Theology 
and the Maryknoll School 
of Theology.  Serving in 
various Parish assignments 
since his Ordination in 1968, 
he is probably most known 
for his work as a Campus 
Minister at Fredonia State 
College from 1981-1988 and 
as Director of Campus Min-
istry at the State University 
of New York at Buffalo from 
1988 to the present.

In his capacity as Direc-
tor of the Newman Center 
Community at UB for the 
past 32 years he is a vibrant 
presence on the campus, 
providing ministry to stu-
dents, faculty, staff, and area 
families as well. His min-
istry overflows into other 
departments of the Univer-

sity including the Medical 
School. One of the most 
familiar faces at UB, he can 
be found in many places on 
campus: anatomy lab, the 
Union, sports events and 
lectures. 

He spends lots of time 
in his office talking to all 
kinds of members of the UB 
family as well as leading the 
Newman Center Team and 
ministering to the needs of 
the Newman Center Com-
munity.  As he often says 

“Call Anytime!”
The Newman Center 

Community has grown 
so much since his tenure 
that the faith community 
which was once held at the 
small Chapel on Frontier 
Road has now turned into 
a multi-purpose Center on 
Skinnersville Road to better 
accommodate and serve the 
needs of the entire Newman 
Community. 

Besides Fr. Pat’s untir-
ing ministry, he maintains 
an ongoing interest in 20th 
Century Literature.  He is 
a member of the Buffalo 
Finnegan’s Wake group as 
well as the Joyce Circle.  He 
enjoys poetry and is also 
known for his love of travel 
around the world.  Proud 
of his Irish heritage, he has 
traveled frequently to Ire-
land.  

Fr. Pat is an energetic, well 
loved priest and friend to all.  
Once you’ve attended one of 
his Masses, you cannot help 
but be energized yourself.

Friendly Sons of St. Patrick
Irishman of the Year 2020

Msgr. J. Patrick Keleher

by Joyce Burke and 
Sherri Schiske

The LAOH Lady Hiberni-
an of the Year for 2019 was 
awarded to Maureen Wie-
linski at the annual AOH/
LAOH Christmas gather-
ing. Maureen personifies the 
Ladies Ancient Order of Hi-
bernian’s motto of Friend-
ship, Unity, and Christian 
Charity. She has been an 
active member of the LAOH 
for over 25 years and is a for-
mer board member. A grad-
uate of St. Agnes grammar 

school, Bishop Colton high 
school and Erie Community 
College, Maureen worked in 
the human services field for 
over 30 years.

Our honoree is a long-
time active member of St. 
Agnes Church and now St. 
Andrews Church. Maureen 
was a room mom and PTA 
officer, and led or partici-
pated in countless bazaars, 
candy sales, and numerous 
other fundraisers.  She loves 
to cook and bake and there 
is always an extra seat at her 
table.  

Maureen and her hus-
band Ed recently celebrated 
their 46th wedding anni-
versary.  She is a mother of 
three and grandmother of 
three, and her greatest joy 
is spoiling her three grand-
children. 

Please join us in congrat-
ulating Maureen Wielinski 
as the LAOH Lady Hiberni-
an of the Year.  We are bless-
ed to know her and have her 
in our ranks, thank her for 
all her service, and wish her 
continued Luck o’ the Irish 
for many years to come.

Award winner Maureen Wielinski with her family

LAOH Lady Hibernian  
of the Year!

Maureen Wielinski 
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GENEALOGY
Family Research

Guidelines to untangling your roots

Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Road, Orchard Park NY 14127

(716) 662-1164
dmshine@aol.com



Buffalo Irish Times -  13  - February Edition 2020

The Buffalo Irish Gene-
alogical Society, BIGS, is 
very proud to announce the 
public release of an index 
they created based on actual 
employee cards of the New 
York Central Railroad. 

A collection of discarded 
cards, representing 4,654 
employees, were rescued 
from the Buffalo Central 
Terminal by members of the 
Western New York Railway 
Historical Society, 100 Lee 
St, Buffalo, NY (http://www.
trainweb.org/wnyrhs/in-
dex.htm), the owners of the 
physical collection. BIGS’ 
public index is a shortened 

version and is available for 
public viewing on http://
bigsny.webs.com  Excerpts 
below are of Irish interest. 
All nationalities are includ-
ed in the main index. 

Information on cost and 
how to obtain copies of the 
actual card is as follows:

1.)  $20/employee card/
page copy  ($25 for a color 
copy)

An additional $2/back-
side of card/page and/or 
each additional related card. 
Some employees have 4-10 
cards each.  ($3 for color 
copies)

*EMAILED copies avail-

able. (Same prepaid charges 
apply.)

*On site Downloads 

would be performed by 
BIGS volunteers on YOUR 
device. (Same charges ap-

ply)
2.) Payment 

by check or money order (In 
person, cash  would be ac-
cepted and a receipt given at 
that time.) ALL payments to 
be PREPAID before copies 
are made. 

Payable to: BIGS 
Memo: RR copies

Send to:   BIGS Record 
Request

Heritage Discov-
ery Center, 100 Lee 
St Buffalo,NY 14210 
 RESEARCH INQUIRIES: 
 bigs.hdc@gmail.com   (no 
phone requests!)

Conditions:

· PUBLICATION: Patrons wish-
ing to use scanned photographic 
images from the collection must 
seek permission first. A user fee is 
charged per image for one-time use 
and is established on a case by case 
basis. 

· COPYRIGHT: The copyright 
law of the United States (Title 17, 
US Code) governs the reproduc-
tion of copyrighted material. Re-
questors assume all responsibility 
for any considerations pertaining 
to copyright infringement that may 
arise in the use of the reproduc-
tion(s). 

· PRINTS: Unless specified oth-
erwise, all photos will be actual 
size. 

· SHIPPING: Shipping rates 
may be higher for out of country 
orders. 

· QUESTIONS: Email bigs.
hdc@gmail.com

BIGS Releases NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD 
Index-6

JOHN DRISCOLL
Mr. John DRISCOLL, 

born June 22, 1873 in Ire-
land, worked on the New 
York Central Railroad from 
January of 1918 through 
January of 1929 as a car in-
spector at the West Seneca 
Yard and died December 10, 
1931. He started working at 
a rate of thirty-five cents per 
hour and within ten years, 
more than doubled his rate 
of pay to seventy-four cents 
per hour, and eventually 
was able to buy his own 
house on 46 Ashton Pl.

John had immigrated to 
Buffalo, New York about 
1888, according to the 1910 
Federal Census. He and 
his wife, the former Ellie 
SPELLMAN, first lived at 
765 Elk Street with a Thom-
as Conway who also worked 
on the Steam Railroad (New 
York Central Railroad) as a 
switchman. Tom more than 
likely was able to get John a 
position with the railroad. 

John married Ellie in Buffa-
lo on August 16, 1909, and 
had two sons, William John 
(b. 4 Sep 1910) and Harry 
Edward (b. 4 May 1914). 
Both sons registered with 
the military during WWII 
and it was easy enough 
to find their registrations 
cards to verify birth dates, 
addresses and family mem-
bers. Son Harry was listed 
as an employee of Bethle-
hem Steel Company and 
living on Ashton Place with 
his brother William , a good 
cross reference of family 
ties. 

Determining the exact 

DRISCOLL line in Ireland 
was very difficult to trace 
due to the fact of having 
such a popular name, al-
though there was a John 
DRISCOLL who came to 

Buffalo from Crookhaven, 
County Cork in 1891 as 
a sailor. Either he was not 
cut out for sailing by the 
time he reached the USA 
and was offered a more se-

cure job with the railroad, 
or this is not the same John 
DRISCOLL but was born in 
the same year. His identity is 
very questionable.

John’s wife Ellie, however, 
did not come to Buffalo un-
til 1906 which made it very 
easy to find her in the 1901 
Census of Ireland living 
with her entire family. Her 
father and mother, Patrick 
(b. 1840) and Ellen (b. 1854) 
SPELMAN lived in the 
townland of Sroove, Elec-
tion District of Coolavin, 
Poor Law Union of Boyle 
in County Sligo. It did not 
list the maiden name of the 

mother. Their eleven chil-
dren were: Joe (b. 1888); 
Willie(b. 1889); Richard (b. 
1892); Harry (b. 1895); El-
lie (b. 1884); May (b. 1886); 
Katie (b. 1890); Teresa (b. 
1893); and Lucy(b. 1896). It 
must have been a hard life 
with such a large family and 
Ellie, being the oldest living 
at home at that time and 
must have decided to immi-
grate to America. Perhaps 
farming was not Ellie’s cup 
of tea. 

More information can 
be determined with fur-
ther research. Records such 
as these and more can be 
found in the HDC Research 
Library, 100 Lee Street, with 
the assistance from BIGS 
volunteers. Please check our 
web site for library dates and 
times when volunteers will 
be present:  www.bigsNY.
webs.com

Random Railroad Employees from the Archives in the 
HDC Research Library, 100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY 14210
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“…the magical journey to find my Irish 
ancestral grounds became the inspiration for 

IRELAND SPEAKS: 
Poems From My Soul.” 

Written, illustrated and published 
by Donna M. Shine

 

 

 

$13.00 ($10 PLUS $3 POSTAGE) TO:
Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Rd

Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 662-1164

Email: Dmshine@aol.com 

 As part of WNED | WBFO’s two-year 
long digital engagement initiative, “Making 
Buffalo Home,” a 30-minute television spe-
cial make its broadcast debut on Monday, 
Jan. 20 at 9 pm on WNED-TV. The program, 
“Making Buffalo Home – A Refugee’s First 
Year,” features stories from refugees and ex-
perts about resettling to Buffalo. Beginning 
Jan. 20, the program will also be available to 
stream at www.wned.org.

Each has their own unique experience, 
but most face challenges in the first year, 
such as, learning English, finding a job, and 
feeling a sense of community as they work 
to make Buffalo their new home. 

Imagine having to flee your home because 
of war, natural disaster, persecution, or fear 
for your life because of your religious or po-
litical beliefs. This is the refugee experience 
and since 2002, Buffalo has welcomed more 
than 16,000 of them. They come from all 
around the world, with large groups from 
Middle Eastern, Asian, and African coun-

tries. 
“Buffalo has changed with each new wave 

of immigrants over the course of its entire 
history, and WNED is proud to capture the 
stories and challenges of our latest groups of 
refugees who have sometimes endured the 
unthinkable to arrive here in Western New 
York,” said David Rotterman, Chief Content 
Officer for WNED | WBFO.

The “Making Buffalo Home” project aims 
to help the Buffalo region develop a better 
understanding of the shared opportunities 
and challenges we face together as long-
time residents and new immigrants and 
refugees. Explore wned.org/makingbuffalo-
home to see more stories, hear radio reports, 
and catch up on how we are involving the 
community in the “Making Buffalo Home” 
project.

Making Buffalo Home is funded by Rich 
Products Corporation and the Rich Family 
Foundation. 

“Making Buffalo Home– A Refugee’s First Year” 
Makes Its Broadcast Debut on WNED-TV
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The Valley Community 
Association’s signature event 
– the 27th Annual “Old 
Neighborhood” St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade – will kick off on 
Saturday, March 14th, 2020 
at 12 Noon from the Valley 
Community Center.

The parade will wind 
through the streets of the 
historic Buffalo River Com-
munity including South 
Park Avenue, Smith Street, 
Elk Street, Hamburg Street, 
and South Street.  Leading 
the 2020 “Old Neighbor-
hood” St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade will be Grand Marshal 
Patrick Dunbar. Patrick is a 
longtime volunteer for the 
Valley Community Associ-
ation and in the community.

Over 100 marching units 
are anticipated to partic-
ipate, making the “Old 
Neighborhood” St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade just as large 
as the downtown edition!!  
Marching contingents will 
include bands, floats, so-
cial clubs, classic cars, Irish 
dancers, family clans, fire 
and police departments, and 
much more!!  

This year the parade will 
be dedicated in memory of 

five very special people who 
passed away this past year 
that were part of the “Old 
Neighborhood” - Chris 
Chludzinski, Fred Kurzans-
ki, Michael Murphy, Rita 
Smith, and Marge Starzyns-
ki.  All were longtime com-
munity volunteers and 
supported the Valley Com-
munity Association and its 
events.

New groups are welcome 
to march in the parade and 
registration forms will be 
available after February 1st, 
2020 by calling 716-823-
4707 ext. 4 or emailing to 
LOverdorf@thevalleycenter.
com.  Previous parade par-
ticipants will receive regis-
tration forms in the mail at 
the end of January.

Immediately following 
the parade is the tradi-
tional grand Irish “Hool-
ey” featuring live music 
by “Poor Ould Goat” as 
well as plenty of food and 
drink.  The “Hooley” runs 
from 1:30pm-5:30pm at the 
Valley Community Center, 
located at 93 Leddy Street, 
Buffalo, New York.

The Parade and Hool-
ey serve as a fundraiser 

for the Valley Community 
Association’s services and 
programs, which include 
affordable child care that is 
nurturing, educational, and 
stimulating for children ages 
6 weeks and up; academ-
ic, social, and recreational 
programming for school 
age youth; programs and 
services for senior citizens 
that promote socialization 
and wellness; family support 
services including a food 
pantry, resume preparation, 
job search assistance, and 
help navigating the human 
service system; community 
events; and neighborhood 
beautification projects such 
as the Buffalo River Fest 
Park, Mutual Riverfront 
Park, and Valley Nature 
Park & Habitat Trail.   

 For more infor-
mation regarding any of 
the Valley Community As-
sociation’s St. Patrick’s Day 
activities contact Lori at 
716-823-4707 ext. 4, visit 
www.thevalleycenter.com, 
or “like” the Valley Commu-
nity Center on Facebook. 

Valley “Old Neighborhood” 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

scheduled for Sat. March 14th
OBITUARIES

By Paul Mance

Erie County Sheiff ’s Pipes 
& Drums had another busy 
year.  Operating out of the 
Buffalo Irish Center, the 
band has been playing and 
marching in western New 
York for 25 years.  2019 
maintained that tradition.  
The band marched in 15full 
band performances. Musi-
cians from the band played 
in another 15 venues all 
across western New York 

from Lewiston to the PA 
border.

The most unique event 
was at the waterfront.  On 
the 4th of July we welcomed 
the 13 tall ships into Buffalo 
harbor. We played as each 
ship entered the harbor.  
The sailors loved the warm 
welcome. They cheered and 
danced on their decks and 
in the rigging.  It was tough 
playing for 4 hours in 90+ 
degree heat but it was worth 
it to represent the WNY 
pipe and drum communi-

ty. All this happened after 
marching in the Cheek-
towaga parade and a ride 
in a sheriff ’s bus to beat the 
traffic.

Like most bands,  the 
goal for 2020 is to get better 
and bigger. Now we begin 
preparations for St. Patrick’s 
day festivities.  In addition 
to the yearly repeat events 
there always seem to be a 
couple unique venues to 
play.  We don’t know how to 
top last year’s fun but that’s 
why we practice and play.

Sheriff’s Pipes & Drums prep for 2020

Pipe Major Erie County Sheriff ’s Pipes & Drums

RALSTON, David L.
 RALSTON - David L. December 29, 2019. Beloved father 

of Andrea (Gary) Schneider and David W. (Tanya) Ralston; 
cherished “Pop Pop” of Michael (fiance Erin) Schneider, Ra-
chael (CPT. John, U.S. Army) Wirges, S/Sgt. David Brandon, 
U.S. Army, Taylor, Matthew Ralston and Kaylee Bennett; 
great-grandfather of Macie Claire Schneider; beloved god-
father to Katie Ralston; former spouse and lifelong friend of 
Frances Potfora; loving brother of Richard (Marsha), Wayne, 
Allan (Debbie), Scott (late Debra), Greg and the late William 
Ralston; also survived by many nieces, nephews and cous-
ins. David was a founding member of the Patriots Club, a 
member of the Deputy Sheriffs Badge and Shield Club and a 

member of the Gaelic American Athletic Assoc. of Buffalo, NY   
Expressions of sympathy may be made to Hospice Buffalo, 225 Como Park Blvd., Cheek-

towaga, NY 14227.

The original celebration of Saint Patrick’s Day was truly a religious Holy Day.  The main 
event was attending Mass in honor of Ireland’s patron saint.  Saint Patrick’s Irish American 
Club is proud to continue this tradition here in Buffalo.  Please join us on Tuesday, March 
17th.  Mass will be celebrated by Fr. David Richards at 10:45 in our home, the Buffalo Irish 
Center.  Kindred will be providing music.  

The Buffalo Irish Center will hold their annual traditional Irish breakfast immediately 
following Mass in the Emerald Room.  Contact the Buffalo Irish Center or Tara Gift Shoppe 
for tickets; they are pre-sale only.

Saint Patrick’s Day 
 Mass March 17th

By: Saint Patrick’s Irish American Club
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This past fall, I traveled 
to Ireland for the first time. 
My grandfather immi-
grated to the United States 
from Ireland in 1950, and 
I had always wanted to vis-
it where my family came 
from. I decided to take this 
trip largely to connect to my 
heritage and see where my 
grandfather lived, but I had 
the good fortune of meet-
ing great people and seeing 
amazing sites along the way. 

On the search for grand-
father’s home, I didn’t have 
much information other 
than the name of a specific 
land area in County Galway 
— no street name or house 
number of his old thatch 

cottage. Fortunately, that 
land area appeared on my 
map, so I decided to check 
it out and see what I could 
find. 

I drove out there and the 
GPS took me to a really 
large, old, stone house with 
a long driveway and walled 
entrance; I immediately 
knew this definitely was not 
where my grandpa came 
from. I was disappointed, 
so I was just going to take a 
few photos and leave, but I 
decided I couldn’t just give 
up after flying all the way 
over there.

I headed up the driveway 
and knocked on the door of 

the big house to see if they 
could help me. I could see a 
young woman through the 
door, and before I had the 
chance to knock, she yelled 
out, “Is it you Jesus? Is it you 
Jesus at the door?” Then 
she screamed to her fa-
ther, “Daddy! Jesus is at the 
door!” She finally opened 
the door, took one look at 
me and yelled back to her 
father, “No it’s not Jesus...
it’s not at all Jesus.” I replied, 
“Nope, it’s not Jesus.” She 
then yelled to her dad once 
more, “Oh God dad, there’s 
a Yank at the door!”

The young woman’s fa-
ther finally came to the 
door and told me his name, 

which I knew to be the 
name of my grandfather’s 
former neighbors. The man 
was too young to know my 
grandfather, but he offered 
to go grab his father from 
down the road to help. He 
went to go get his dad, and I 
played hurling with the kids 
out in the field. 

He returned a long while 
later with his father, who 
was dressed in a full suit. 
They took me around and 
we found my grandpa’s old 
thatch roof cottage, which 
was a really wonderful, 
personal experience — one 
that I never thought I would 
have. 

The first day I met the 
older couple, I told them 
I would like to go to Mass 
where my grandpa grew 
up attending service. They 
said they were going the 
next day, but it would be 
packed and I’d have trou-
ble getting a seat. They also 
made a point of telling me I 
probably wouldn’t make it, 
assuming I’d be at the pub 
the night before. I made it to 
Mass the next morning, and 
when I entered the church, 
they were the only two peo-
ple there aside from the 
priest. They surely approved 
of me after that.

While the primary goal 

of my trip was reconnect-
ing to my ancestral home, 
I also had the great plea-
sure of meeting with Ciarán 
Cannon, Minister of State 
for the Diaspora and In-
ternational Development, 
and TD for Galway East in 
the Dail Eireann, the low-
er house of the Oireachtas. 
Minister Cannon represents 
the town where my grandfa-
ther was born and raised.

As one of only two deputy 
ministers in the cabinet-lev-
el Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, Cannon 
is responsible for advocat-
ing on behalf of Ireland out-
side Europe and fostering 
camaraderie between the 
estimated 80 million people 
of Irish descent throughout 
the world. I encouraged the 
Minister to come to Buffalo 
to experience our thriving 
Irish community, and we’re 
hoping to get him here the 
next time he’s in New York 
State. 

I’m glad I made this trip 
to Ireland and was able to 
connect many dots in my 
family’s history. I had al-
ways dreamed of visiting 
the home my grandfather 
had told me so much about 
and learning the things I 
wasn’t able to ask him in 
his lifetime. So much can 
be lost when you cross an 
ocean to start a new life, but 
fortunately, remnants of my 
family’s history remain and 
I can now pass these stories 
onto my children.

“There’s a Yank at the door!”

 Patrick Burke’s Ancestal home in County Claway, Ireland

Patrick Burke and Ciarán Cannon,  
TD for Galway East in the Dail Eireann
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The “Waterfront Memories & More” Museum had such a wonderful response to our 
events last year, we were inspired to continue to highlight all that is wonderful about the 
First Ward. Thanks to all of the folks who stopped by, and bydoing so, helped us highlight 
the vibrancy of the First Ward and keep the history alive for future generations. As you know, 
the First Ward has a unique history andwe want to share it each month by highlighting 
specific events and/or people.  We have a great calendar of events for 2020 and started the 
year on January 18th by showcasing the Public and Parochial Schools and Churches of the 
First Ward.  Each of our events runs for the entire month until the following event so there is 
always something to experience.  Going forward, here is what we have in store for the year:

Feb 15th The late Francis Barker Valentine and his work
Mar 14th  25 years of Grand Marshalls of the Buffalo St. Pat parade
Apr 18th Uniontown and its rich history
May 9th Tall Ships, Tugs, Ferryboats, and shipping industry of Buffalo
Jun 27th 20th Annual Buffalo Riverfest
Jul 11th Rowing Club, Mutual Club, Celtic Club, Ohio St Rowing Club
Aug 15th The Beach or Sea Wall and The Beachers
Sep 19th Photo exhibit by Gene Witkowski
Oct 17th Grain Mills & the waterfront
Nov 21st Native American treaties 
Dec 4th Photo exhibit by Robin G Kashyap

The Museum is open every Tuesday and Saturday from 10am -2pm and is located at 41 
Hamburg St at South St.  Check out our full schedule of events and any updates on our Face-
book page. As always, we hope to see you there and thank you for your continued support.

Waterfront Memories  
& More Museum

By Tim Bohen

Starting January 24th, 
St. John Fisher College in 
Pittsford, NY will host a 
unique Irish treasure. The 
world’s largest collection 
of Great Hunger-relat-
ed artwork is coming to 
the Patricia O’Keefe Ross 
Gallery on the St. John 
Fisher campus, thanks to 
the college’s Irish Studies 
program. This collection 
is normally housed at Ire-
land’s Great Hunger Mu-
seum at Quinnipiac Uni-
versity in Connecticut. It 
consists of paintings and 
sculptures from the last 
170 years by artists such as 
Jack B. Yeats, Jack Maho-
ny, Lilian Davidson, John 

Behan, Glenna Goodacre, 
and Rowan Gillespie. From 
paintings of 19th century 
Irish landscapes to por-
traits of famine victims, the 
artwork will help us better 

understand the most im-
portant event in modern 
Irish history. 

In 2018, the collection 
travelled to Dublin, Skib-
bereen, and Derry re-
ceiving raves reviews. So, 
Western New Yorkersare 
lucky to have an ability to 
see these treasures until 
March 20th. The exhibit is 
entitled: “Tragedy and Tri-
umph- Art Illuminates the 
Great Hunger”. The gallery 
hours are Monday-Friday 
8:30 am – 4:30 PM. It is 
free and open to the public.
The address is 3690 East 
Avenue in Rochester, NY 
14618.  Don’t miss it!Please 
contact Fionnuala Regan at 
fregan@sjfc.edu for further 
information.

Largest Great Hunger 
Art Collection Comes 

 to Rochester
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By Joseph X Martin

 During the 1840’s, the 
Irish scattered from their 
homeland, like the flight of 
the wild geese. Hunger and 
oppression prodded them, 
like a drover’s goad, to the 
four corners of the earth. 
The Ireland that they left 
was hungry and poor. Po-
tatoes were what sustained 
them, four pounds each 
per day. When the five-
year potato blight struck, 
in the 1840’s, there was lit-
erally nothing left for them 
to eat. The “Famine” some 
called it, though not the 
Irish. To them it was “The 
Hunger.” Oats, grain, bar-
ley and corn were grown in 
abundance and shipped to 
England, for Eire was her 
granary. Fish and the fruits 
of the sea belonged to the 
Landlords. A hangman’s 
noose awaited the poach-
er. And the green stains of 
grass, around the mouth 
of the deceased, were the 
mark of a beggar’s last at-
tempt to stay alive.  Hun-
dreds of thousands died 
from starvation and dis-
ease. Some of the cynical 
overlords offered soup to 
any of the Catholic natives 
who would renounce their 
religion. And their own 
called them “soupers,” for 
generations afterward. Out 
of a population of eight 
million, a million died 
from starvation and dis-
ease. Another million and 
a half emigrated in search 
of a better life.

From Queenstown 
(Cork), Galway and Dub-
lin, they flocked like lem-
mings onto rickety wood-
en baroques, headed to the 
four points of the compass. 
Many more thousands 
died in the foul smelling 

hell of steerage in these 
coffin ships. But, their 
spirit was never broken. 
They settled, like a great 
wave, in the new lands and 
created smaller versions of 
their past, amidst the for-
eigners; O’Reilly, O’Malley, 
O’Toole, Deegan, Dugan 
& Dunne. It was a litany 
of the Gaels that crossed 
the wide oceans. Wherev-
er they settled, they built 
great churches to honor 
their Religion. Whether 
the church was called St. 
Patrick’s or St. Brigid’s, it 
served as a spiritual shelter 
for the immigrants and a 
magnificent stone mon-
ument to Catholicism. 
These soaring limestone 
epiphanies were erected 
by the faithful, using as 
mortar, the pennies of the 
poor.

And the green was ever 
among them, to remind 
them of their homeland. 
In Ireland, The English 
had decreed it a crime to 
be “wearin’ the green.” In 
the new lands, like Boston, 
New York City, San Fran-
cisco, Chicago and Buf-
falo, it was worn proudly, 
like a badge of identity. A 
great profusion of sham-
rocks and leprechauns, 
studded in emerald green, 
seemed to sprout up ev-
erywhere.  And on March 
17th, the feast of himself, 
St. Patrick, sure didn’t even 
the waters and the sky 
turn green in his honor? 
Grand parades, with pip-
ers and bands, marched 
down the south sides of 
these new cities, to com-
memorate the heritage of 
the Irish. Corned Beef and 
cabbage, from the slums of 
New York City, became as 
Irish as McNamara’s band. 
Neither was known in the 
homelands. For, the immi-

grants were evolving into a 
breed of Irish-Americans 
that had a culture all their 
own. Dim memories of the 
“old sod” were of a spectral 
brigadoon that emerged, 
only in reverie, over the 
odd glass or two of the 
barley. Only the lilt of the 
brogue remained.

They are a mercurial 
people these Hibernians, 
steeped in the mysticism 
of their Island home.   Po-
ets and dreamers, they are 
quick to anger and slow 
in the forgiven’.   The Poet, 
G.K. Chesterton, summed 
them up ruefully. He said, 
“The Gaels are a race that 
God made mad, for all 
their wars are merry and 
all their songs are sad.” 
They had a heart the size of 
a lion, though, and would 
help those in need, even 
if their own went without. 
They remembered their 
own troubles from “the 
hunger.”

The Irish had the advan-
tage of the language here in 
America. They could put 
shoulders to the wheel and 
work their way out of the 
slums. There was plenty to 
build in the great new land 
of America and the Irish 
set to it, with a will. They 
labored as miners, dock 
workers and track layers, 
hod carriers and masons, 
domestics and shop clerks.  
Many are the modern 
city, in America, that was 
built with the sweat of the 
Irish. And sure, didn’t the 
proper natives think Pad-
dy had the brains of a po-
tato and was over fond of 
the barley? They didn’t ex-
pect any of us to be good at 
what we did. It was the wit 
and the blarney that were 
our allies.    

Soon, the lads had infil-
trated the Police and the 

Fire Brigades. Tammany 
and other political ma-
chines banded together 
the Gaels and gave them 
clout in state houses and 
city halls. Hundreds of 
thousands, who fought in 
the American Civil War, 
earned their citizenship 
with the barrel of a gun. 
The Irish were becoming a 
political force in the social 
fabric of America.

The coming tidal wave 
of immigration, from 1880 
to 1920, would bring a 
flood of immigrants from 
southern and Eastern 
Europe. They competed 
with the Irish, the Chi-
nese and others for the 
scarce menial jobs. It was 
Politics that gave the Irish 
an edge. They were great 
talkers and well suited for 
the verbal labyrinth that is 
the grand game of Amer-
ican Politics. From these 
political strongholds, they 
were able to secure the 
municipal jobs and con-
tracts that meant prosper-
ity for their own. The pub-
lic schools were easier for 
them, because they shared 
the language. Clerks, civ-
il servants, Doctors and 
Lawyers soon peopled 
their rise through the mid-
dle classes. Socially, they 
were still considered as up-
starts. But, even these walls 
soon crumbled, under the 
onslaught of the financial 
rise of the Gaels, in Ameri-
can Society.

Finally, one identified 
as one of their own, John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, rose 
to the Presidency of the 
United States. The stigma 
of being Irish and Catho-
lic, in America, was gone 
forever. The wild geese had 
come home. 

 

The Flight of the Gaels

By Tim Bohen
 

Join the Irish Classical 
Theatre Company for the 
15th annualcelebration, 
The Wake. We gather to 
celebrate the life and times 
of our dearly departed fic-
titious friend, Helen Back, 
who was taken from us un-
expectedly in the prime of 
her life.Sadly,she was run 
down by a beer truck in 
front of her home in Buffa-
lo, NY while jogging.  She 
was 90 years young.  Hel-
en’s Wake will be held on 
Friday, February 28 from 
7PM to 10PM at the Town 
Ballroom, 681 Main Street, 
Buffalo.

We hope that raucous 
live music, high-spirit-
ed dancing, hearty food, 
plentiful drink and de-
lightful company will help 
us through this difficult 
time. In this festive atmo-
sphere, anecdotes, tall tales 
and blarney will abound as 
we give Helen the glorious 
send-off she deserves.

Come thirsty!  Your tick-
et includes free wine and 
beer all night long.  There 
will be plenty of satisfying 

pub-style food, courtesy 
of Rosalind’s.  Throughout 
the evening, there will be 
continuous entertainment, 
as well.

Dance the night away 
with Rochester-based Celt-
ic rock band 1916. The 1916 
band, that has played with 
the likes of Flogging Molly, 
Stiff Little Fingers and the 
Mahones, is comprised of 
Bill Herring on Lead Vo-
cals/Banjo/Rhythm Guitar; 
Steve La Due on Drums; 
Ryan Hurley on Upright 
Bass; and Jon Kane on 
Mandolin and Back-Up 
Vocals. They are not to be 
missed!  Give them a lis-
ten www.1916band.com/ 
Tickets are $50 each.  Your 
ticket price includes admis-
sion, all the free wine and 
beer you can handle, all 
the food you can eat, fan-
tastic entertainment, and 
surprises abound.  21 and 
over, please.  For informa-
tion and tickets, call (716) 
853-ICTC (4282) or visit 
https://irishclassical.com/
the-wake/.Proceeds benefit 
the Irish Classical Theatre 
Company.Tickets required.  
Tears are optional.

The Wake:  
The Party to 

Die For
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W N Y ’ S  O R I G I N A L  I R I S H  I M P O R T  S H O P

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR FOR 

TARA’S DIARY 
CHARMS

(FITS MOST BRACELETS)

10AM-4 PM Mon.-Sat.; 10AM-7 PM Thursday
250 Abbott Road • Buffalo, NY • (716) 825-6700

www.taragiftshoppe.com

For Membership Information Call
Skip Sommer 716-812-0538 • skipsommer@gmail.com

The Illustrated Life of Michael Collins by 
Colm Connolly is a short multipictured look 
at the brief but important life of Michael 
Collins.  A hero of the 1916 revolt, he was 
assassinated during the civil war, which 
followed the establishment of the Irish Free 
State.

Readers looking for an in-depth biography 
of his life will not fi nd it in this work.  What 
you will fi nd is a very readable glimpse into 
the life of  “The Big Fellow,” as many called 
him.  

Michael Collins was a man of many gifts.  
While his formal education ended at the 
local National School, he acquired a love of 
books and learning from his father at an early 
age.  At the age of six his father died. Young 
Michael continued learning from his family 
and members of the community.  During this 
time he developed a knowledge and love of 
Ireland, its history and a fi erce devotion for 
Irish independence.

Michael was also gifted with good looks and 
guile.  These talents helped him in personal 
relationships and in establishing a stunningly 
successful spy ring.  His use of “G” men and 
operatives such as the “Twelve Apostles” 
proved very useful in dealing with the far 
superior British Army.

Although a brief work, The Illustrated Life 
of Michael Collins gives the reader a real 

feel for the man who served Ireland so well 
during these desperate times.  On his father’s 
deathbed, “he pointed to Michael junior and 
said to the assembled family: ‘Mind that 
child.  He’ll be a great man yet and will do 
things for Ireland.’”

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
by appointment. Please contact me fi rst as 
there is an Irish language class being held in 
the library at that time.  I may be reached 
at:  716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  
Volunteers are always welcome and we are 
still looking for book club members.

Gems from the Library
Jim Boyle

10 Family History Questions 
to Ask Your Grandparents

When researching your family history, one of the greatest resources at your disposal are 
your living relatives. Your grandparents and other older relatives may just be your closest 
connection to earlier generations of your family.
When your grandparents pass, their knowledge and memories of your family’s history 
disappear forever.
Interviewing your elderly relatives now is not only great for capturing and preserving their 
stories for future generations, but also a wonderful way to get to know them better.
Here are some questions to ask your grandparents before it’s too late:
1. What were the names and birthdates of your siblings, parents and grandparents? Did any of 
them have nicknames?
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents share any stories with you about that day?
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happiest? Saddest?
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy doing for fun?
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where did you go to school?
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma?
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child?
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What jobs did you have?
9. What events most impacted your life growing up?
10. What would you say is your proudest achievement?

Thomas W. Carroll Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division One and the 

Black Rock Historical Society

Recently worked together to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Fenian Invasion of 
Canada from Buffalo in 1866 at the Fenian 
Monument.  This commemoration also 
marked the 5th Annual commemoration 
of the Fenian Invasion by the AOH at the 
actual site of the Fenian Invasion along 
the Niagara River in Towpath Park.  The 
commemoration was the culmination of 
events on Friday June 3rd and Saturday 
June 4th, 2016.  A Hooley was held at the 
Buffalo Irish Center on Friday.  Saturday’s 
events included a Parade down Niagara 
Street to the Fenian Monument and a 
very moving ceremony at the Monument, 
attended by almost one hundred individuals, 

including the Consul General of Ireland, 
Barbara Jones, local dignitaries including 
New York State Senator Tim Kennedy, City 
of Buffalo Comptroller, Mark Schroeder 
and many members of the AOH and the 
Black Rock Historical Society.  The day’s 
events concluded with a reception at the 
Black Rock Historical Society Museum.  
The weekend’s events not only helped to 
honor an important event in the history 
of Buffalo, but also helped to honor those 
brave individuals who also served to inspire 
the Easter Rising in Ireland fi fty years later!  
Tom Lambert, AOH NYS Secretary and 
AOH Division One President

NYS Senator, Tim Kennedy; AOH Member Larry Ginnane; Irish Consul 
General, Barbara Jones;  AOH NYS Secretary and Division One President, 
Tom Lambert; AOH Standing Committee Chairman, Jim O’Brien; AOH Vice 
President Kevin Lafferty, AOH Member Patrick Krey; AOH Financial Secretary, 
Tom Callaghan and AOH Member Bill Butler.

By Kathleen McDonald 
Shanahan

Feeding the hungry is 
a huge endeavor that St. 
Luke’s has undertaken since 
1994. This year  2,800 fam-
ilies were served with the 
Thanksgiving Food give-
away. On Saturday, No-
vember 23rd members of 
the DOE and their families 
joined hundreds of volun-

teers to fill food bags at St. 
Luke’s Mission of Mercy. 
Our duties for the day in-
cluded filling hundreds of 
bags with butter, cheese 
and pudding to help make 
the food giveaway possible. 
Each year we are once again 
awed by the organization 
that takes place on this vol-
unteer day.

St. Luke’s Mission of Mer-
cy is an independent mis-

sion located on Walden Ave. 
and is completely depen-
dent upon donations. They 
serve lunch and dinner to 
all who come to their kitch-
en as well as provide cloth-
ing and used furniture to 
those in need. They are truly 
a charity of hope for many 
people in WNY.

The DOE have provided a 
financial donation for many 
years and for the past seven 
years the DOE and family 

members have added time 
and muscle to this ministry, 
living the Corporal Works 
of Mercy.

Each year the group of 
volunteers from the DOE 
grows and has become a 
ministry to which we look 
forward,  keeping us hum-
ble and grateful for all that 
we have.

Daughters of Erin Volunteer Day at 
St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy
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Buffalo Commemorates the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fenian Invasion of 1866

by William Butler
During the early morning of June 1, 1866, 
Colonel John O’Neill, a member of the Fenian 
Brotherhood from Nashville, Tennessee led 
a combined force of Irish-American Civil 
War veterans from Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Buffalo, New York to invade 
British North America (now Canada) with 
the objective of seizing the Welland Canal 
and holding Canada hostage until the British 
government recognized the freedom of the 
Irish people.  In the dark of night, between 500 
and 800 men were ferried across the Niagara 
River from the docks of the Pratt Ironworks 
which is now Tow Path Park at the foot of 
Hertel Avenue.  After decisively defeating 
Canadian militia and the Queen’s Own Rifl es 
in battles at Ridgeway and Fort Erie, O’Neill 
and his men were forced to retreat as their lines 
of supplies and reinforcements were cut off 
by US Army General George Meade and the 
USS Michigan.  One hundred and fi fty years 
later, this herculean effort was respectfully 
remembered by commemorative events 
sponsored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH), Erie County Division 1 and Black 
Rock Historical Society.
 On June 3, a traditional Irish Hooley was 
held in the Emerald Room of the Buffalo 
Irish Center where guests were treated to 
musical selections from the “Fenian Songster” 
performed by Rush the Growler.  Appropriate 
pomp and circumstance was also provided by 
the Erie County Sheriff’s Pipes and Drums.  
President Tom Lambert of the AOH welcomed 
the guests and introduced NYS Senator and 
special guest of honor Consul General of 
Ireland in New York Barbara Jones.  Mr. 
Kennedy described the importance of the 
Fenian invasion not only from the perspective 
of Buffalo history, but also because of its 
signifi cance to both Canadian confederation 
and Irish independence.  He acknowledged 

the year 2016 as the sesquicentennial of the 
invasion of 1866, in addition to the centennial 
of the Easter Rising of 1916 – a fact that has not 
been lost on historians.  Ms. Jones expressed 
her gratitude to the Buffalo Irish Center for 
their work in preserving and celebrating Irish 
culture in the United States.  Not only did she 
recognize the Fenian soldiers who took up arms 
for the cause of Irish independence, but also 
the women who “scrubbed fl oors and opened 
doors” as domestic servants and selfl essly gave 
their precious pennies and dimes to fund the 
struggle for freedom.  
In an historic reenactment, Raymond Ball, 
Sr. of the Buffalo 7th Regiment, Irish Army 
of Liberation commanded the center fl oor 
of the Emerald Room and “mustered the 
troops” to “organize Companies, Battalions 
and Regiments in the City of Buffalo for the 
army of the Irish Republic.”  After his call 
to arms, the Fenian Sisterhood presented 
the replica fl ag which was originally carried 
by their brethren into battle in 1866.  These 
“Sisters” represented the wives, daughters 
and sweethearts of the Fenian soldiers who 
historically helped raise money for the Fenian 
Brotherhood through fancy balls and picnics.  
Today, the original fl ag, with its gold sunburst 
and border on a fi eld of green, is curated at the 
Buffalo History Museum but unfortunately has 
become greatly deteriorated and is no longer 
available for public viewing.
On June 4, the historic Black Rock community 
hosted a formal procession from Amherst 
Street along Niagara Street to the Fenian 
Invasion of 1866 monument at Tow Path 
Park.  Before stepping off, the Buffalo 7th 
Regiment provided a “Living History” 
presentation of a Civil War-era encampment at 
Market Square which gave local residents and 
visitors alike the opportunity to “inspect the 
troops.”  Accompanied by City Councilman 

Joe Golombek and City Comptroller Mark 
Schroeder, Grand Marshalls Consul General 
of Ireland Jones and Senator Kennedy led 
units representing the AOH, Buffalo Fenians 
Gaelic Football Club, Erie County Sheriff’s 
Pipes and Drums, Niagara Celtic Festival, and 
Black Rock Historical Society.  After arriving 
at the monument, Tom Callaghan began the 
ceremony with an opening prayer for the brave 
Irish-American soldiers who sacrifi ced so 
much for the cause of freedom for all Ireland.   
With the scenic backdrop of the blue waters 
of the Niagara and green shoreline of Canada, 
Kate Schroeder sang touching renditions of 
both the Irish and US national anthems. 
After the anthems, Mr. Kennedy addressed the 
crowd by fi rst thanking the individuals and 
organizations who were responsible for the 
planning and sponsorship the commemorative 
events.  He also respectfully remembered the 
Irish-Americans who placed themselves in 
harm’s way for the cause of Irish freedom.  
Only one year prior, these courageous men had 
fought the bloodiest war in US history; yet the 
fi ght for the independence of Ireland was so 
vital that they did not hesitate to take up arms 
once again for their homeland.  Recognizing 
the achievements that the Fenian Invasion had 
gained for both Ireland and Canada, Ms. Jones 
acknowledged the long fi ght for Irish freedom 
and the men and women who sacrifi ced all 
they had to achieve it.  Despite this at times 
deadly struggle, she emphasized that the fl ag 
of the Republic is truly a fl ag of peace.  From 
the Rising of 1848 to the Easter Rising of 1916 
and beyond, the green represents Ireland’s 
Gaelic tradition with the orange representing 
the followers of William of Orange.  Most 
importantly, the white of the “Irish tricolour” 
signifi es the lasting truce between the “Green” 
and the “Orange.”  
AOH Brothers Kevin Lafferty and Jim O’Brien 

explained how the invasion rekindled the fi res 
of freedom as a direct forebear to Padraig 
Pearse’s legendary graveside oration for the 
famous Fenian Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa 
and of course the Easter Rising of 1916.  In 
solemn remembrance, Mr. Lambert recited the 
names of the Fenian patriots who were killed 
during the Battles of Ridgeway and Fort Erie 
in 1866.  Following a memorial three-volley 
musket salute by the Buffalo 7th Regiment, 
Irish Army of Liberation, Raymond Ball, Jr. 
played taps in honor of the fallen.  Ms. Jones 
and Mr. Kennedy then ceremoniously carried a 
fl oral wreath from the monument and placed it 
on the waters of the Niagara where the Fenian 
soldiers had crossed 150 years ago.  In a fi nal 
gesture of respect, the historic Fireboat Edward 
M. Cotter arched a symbolic water salute from 
its powerful pumps and turrets.
After the ceremony, the Black Rock Historical 
Society hosted a reception at their museum 
at 1902 Niagara Street.  Amid displays 
representing the Black Rock, Riverside, West 
Hertel and Grant-Amherst communities, guests 
enjoyed light refreshments including a special 
craft brew that was tapped just for the occasion 
by Community Beer Works – an Irish red amber 
ale named Céad Mile Fáilte.  Guests were 
also privileged to have the opportunity to talk 
with Irish scholars and authors including Dr. 
Bridgette Slavin (Professor of Celtic Studies, 
Medaille College), Tim Bohen (author of 
Against the Grain), Dr. Tim Madigan (Director 
of Irish Studies Program, St. John Fisher 
College) and Dr. David Doolan (lecturer/tutor 
and author of Transnational Revolutionaries, 
The Fenian Invasion of Canada, 1866).


