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Buffalo is home to three profes-
sional Irish dancers. Erin Lynch, 
Fiona and Kevinah Dargan, of Wil-
liamsville were taught Irish dance 
at the Buffalo Irish Center by Mary 
Kay Heneghan, owner and teacher 
of Rince Na Tiarna School of Irish 
Dance. These proud Buffalonians 
are current cast members of the 
Irish Dancesensation, Riverdance.
Riverdance originally made its de-
but 25 years ago during the 1994 
Eurovision Song Contest featuring 
Michael Flatleyand Jean Butler. 
Riverdance was seen by over 300 
million people worldwide, and be-
came a touring show in 1995. Erin 
and Kevinah have been touring as 
professionalIrish dancers for the 
past 5 years. The girls have toured 
throughout China, North Amer-

ica, Mexico, England, Ireland, the 
West End of London and Broad-
way! Fiona Dargan joined River-
dance this past year, and it was the 
first time all three girls were able 
to tour professionally together.Pri-
or to the recent North American 
tour, the girls met with the staff 
and photographer of the Buffalo 
Magazine. Photographs were tak-
en in front of the beautiful Buffa-
lo Irish Center on a perfect sunny 
day in January.After the photo 
shoot, the girls flew to Montreal to 
begin an ambitioussix-month tour 
throughout North America. With 
only 13 girls in the cast, three girls 
from Williamsville fulfilled their 
dream of performing in the world- 
renowned 25th Anniversary tour 
of Riverdance!

As the girls began their tour, 
they looked forward to perform-
ing in New York City, Las Vegas, 
Chicago, and most importantly, 
Shea’s Performing Arts Center in 
Buffalo. While performing eight 
shows a week, the cast also held 
vigorous rehearsals in anticipa-
tion of performing at the legend-
ary Radio City Music Hall. The 
cast arrived in New York City on 
March 10th, looking forward to an 
unforgettable week of shows! Sad-
ly, by weeks end, the Coronavirus 
pandemic led to a citywide shut-
down. The cast of Riverdance was 
able to perform only three sold out 
performances prior tothe cancel-
lation of all remaining shows. All 
of Broadway and New York City 

John Carney- Shaper of 
the Buffalo Irish Center

By Tim Bohen

The 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Buffalo Irish Cen-
ter is right around the corner. In 
preparation, we are recognizing 
people who made a significant 
impact to this important institu-
tion. One of these people is John 
Carney. Carney was part of the 
1950s wave of Irish immigrants 
who arrived in Buffalo. Born 
near the village of Connolly, nine 
miles outside of Ennis, County 
Clare, he and his wife, Maureen, 
eventually settled in South Buf-
falo. There were enough Clare 
immigrants to make him feel at 
home in Buffalo.

At age 15, Carney’s father 
passed away. As the last boy at 
home, he and his mother had to 
run the family farm outside of 
Ennis. Carney didn’t enjoy the 
life of a farmer. He worked on 
the farm seven days a week, in-
cluding Sundays. The cows had 
to be milked twice a day, and the 
sheep, chickens, and calves had 
to be fed. When one of his broth-
ers came home on military leave, 
John sailed to England for a few 
weeks to work at one of his broth-
er’s company. Carney dismantled 
WWII airplanes, and then con-
verted the scrap into aluminum 
ingots. These were then shipped 
back to Ireland. He missed his 

mom, but enjoyed time away 
from farming. 

The custom in Ireland is the 
oldest son inherits the farm.So 
when John’s older brother was 
discharged from the service, John 
was excited to go “find his way in 
life.”In about 1951, he decided to 
go to Auckland, New Zealand be-
cause a woman he met in County 
Clare, Maureen Quealy, who later 
become his wife, suggested he go 
there instead of Australia. It took 
him 47 days by boat from En-
gland to get there. Once he land-
ed in New Zealand, there was a 
mix up about his working papers, 
so he was tricked into going to 
work on a pig farm. The pig farm 

Continued on page 2

RIVERDANCE ON HOLD
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Kevin

A Letter From The Editor...
beannachtaí!

May all the readers and 
contributors of the Buffa-
lo Irish Times be safe and 
healthy through these chal-
lenging times we are all ex-
periencing?

The Buffalo Irish Center 
like everyone will be making 
changes to their operation 
along with all the Irish orga-
nizations and our newspa-
per, the Buffalo Irish Times.

We have thought about 
going digital with the Buffalo 
Irish Times over the last few 

years and the covid virus has 
now made the decision for 
us.  It has been expensive to 
publish the paper over the 
years and each issue was tak-
ing money from the Buffalo 
Irish Center’s general funds.  
This issue and the following 
will be sent to the subscrib-
ers by email.  

We have been working 
on a database of subscribers 
emails; so make sure you 
have your email in the Buf-
falo Irish Times subscribers 
database by sending an email 
to buffaloirishtimes@gmail.

com.   Please share this with 
anyone you know that has a 
subscription or want to re-
ceive an issue.  The Buffalo 
Irish Times will be in a “pdf” 
format and can be printed if 
you want a hard copy.

We missed our post High 
Holy Days issue but should 
be able to go back to the 
schedule with the next issue 
out next September after the 
summer.  

Please remember to sup-
port the Irish Center and 
all out local business and 
restaurants as the restrictions 

are lifted.  Have a good sum-
mer and send me the news of 
how our Irish community is 
getting along. 

Pray for Health and Peace 
in our community. 

Slan,
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor

was way out in the country 
and without a phone. As a la-
borer on the farm, he worked 
hard for an unforgiving boss. 
After six months of awful 
work, he purchased a bicycle 
and decided to leave the pig 
farm for good so he could 
find Maureen. He eventually 
went to work for a gas compa-
ny. Maureen was working as a 
nursing supervisor in a TB 
clinic, and they had to stay for 
two years in order for her fare 
to New Zealand to be paid off.

In 1952, John and Maureen 
were married in the cathedral 
in Christchurch, New Zea-
land. But John felt New Zea-
land was too far from home, 
and he missed his mother. 
Maureen suggested that they 
settle in the United States, so 
they could be closer to Ire-
land. They left New Zealand 
for the United States and set-
tled in Buffalo in about 1955. 
Maureen’s uncle and aunt, 

George and Nora O’Con-
nor, sponsored the couple. 
John went to night school at 
South Park High School to 
get his degree, and secured a 
job at Iroquois Gas Corpora-
tion (later National Fuel). He 
worked as an inspector for 
commercial buildings and re-
paired gas lines.

Carney had always been 
passionate about his Irish 
heritage and was involved in 
numerous Celtic organiza-
tions. In 1979, after serving 
for five years on the Gael-
ic-American Athletic Asso-
ciation board, he was chosen 
as the Chairman of the same 
organization. One of his chief 
responsibilities was running 
the Irish Center. In 1980, 
within a year of taking over 
as chairman, John Carney, 
with the help of Mike Byrne, 
the first chairman, celebrat-
ed the burning of the Irish 
Center’s mortgage. In just ten 
years they had accomplished 
an impossible task by paying 
off the loan for the building. 

They did this by raising do-
nations, and supplementing 
the finances with Thursday 
night Bingo. St. Patrick’s Day 
weekend activities, including 
the Friday luncheon, were 
also successful fundraisers. 
Carney’s son, Gene, related 
that his father “brought fis-
cal discipline to the Center”. 
In my interview, Carney was 
quick to thank many people 
for their efforts of financial as-
sistance. In particular, Coun-
cilman Gene Fahey secured 
city funds, and Dick Keane 
designated state money for 

a new roof and the paving of 
the parking lot. Councilman 
Fahey once explained, “You 
just couldn’t say no to John 
Carney.” 

Carney led or was involved 
with many Irish Center im-
provements. They closed the 
pool and the gym, and turned 
them both into banquet halls. 
Carney had a stage built as 
well as the new bar in the 
front of the building. During 
his leadership and with the 
help of others, he brought 
in Irish bands, which were 
well attended by the public. 

He also encouraged Irish 
cultural clubs to hold their 
meetings in the Irish Center. 
After ten years (1979-1989) 
as chairman, Carney left the 
club in very good hands for 
future leaders such as Jack 
Fecio, John Marren and Mary 
Heneghan.

John Carney’s lifelong ef-
forts to enhance Irish heritage 
in Western New York did not 
go unnoticed. The height of 
his recognition came in 1992, 
when Mayor James D. Griffin 
honored him with the “Buffa-
lonian of the Year” award. For 
decades, Carney was actively 
involved with numerous Irish 
clubs including the Black-
thorns, Knights of Equity, 
Saint Patrick’s Irish-American 
Club, Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians, and the Tonawanda 
Irish Club. His most import-
ant activity for the local Irish 
community, however, was 
as chairman of the board of 
trustees for the Gaelic-Amer-
ican Athletic Association. 

Other recognitions in-
cluded his “Irishman of the 
Year” award in 1983 from 
the Friendly Sons of St. Pat-

rick and Knights of Equi-
ty. In 1990 he received the 
“Outstanding and Dedicat-
ed Service Award” from the 
First Ward and South Buffalo 
Democratic Association. In 
that same year, Councilman 
Brian Higgins declared Janu-
ary 20th, “John Carney Day” 
for Carney’s tireless work 
for the preservation of the 
Irish-American heritage and 
the growth and development 
of the Irish Center. In 1994, he 
received the “Irish American 
of the Year Award” from Car-
dinal O’Hara High School. In 
2001, the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians awarded him the 
“Hibernian of the Year” hon-
or. These were just a few of his 
awards.

John Carney is still living 
in South Buffalo and is the 
proud father of five children. 
Buffalo’s Irish community is 
much richer from his tireless 
efforts to preserve our Irish 
heritage, especially with his 
leadership at the Buffalo Irish 
Center.

John Carney- Shaper of the Buffalo Irish Center
Continued from page 1



Buffalo Irish Times -  3  - June/July Edition 2020

entered into lockdown, and 
the cast was mandated to 
return home. Amidst the 
heartache of the worldwide 
pandemic, the remainder 
of the North American tour 
was cancelled. While heart-

broken to have their tour 
cancelled, the girls were 
most devastated to have lost 
the opportunity to perform 
at Shea’s.

Since returning home to 
Buffalo, life has been quite 
different from their hec-
tic tour schedule. The girls 
now focus on staying home 

and staying healthy, as well 
as teaching dance class-
es through Zoom! Fiona, 
Kevinah, and Erin also col-
laborated with Riverdance 
to create a video, “Danc-
ing Together while Apart,” 
which showcases the cast 
continuing to dance from 
home. While it has been a 

bittersweet homecoming, 
the girls recently enjoyed 
a wonderful surprise from 
Senator Tim Kennedy. Sen-
ator Kennedy presented 
each of the girls and Mary 
Kay with a beautiful pic-
ture plaque illustrating their 
Buffalo Magazine cover. The 
girls are thrilled to have this 

wonderful keepsake in hon-
or of being cast members 
of the 25th Anniversary 
Tour!  Kevinah, Fiona and 
Erin describe this tribute 
as, “The highlight of the 
quarantine!” Senator Tim 
Kennedy’s generosity and 
appreciation of local Buffalo 
talent reaffirms how lucky 

they are to be from the City 

of Good Neighbors. South 

Buffalo’s Irish communi-

ty, especially Senator Tim 

Kennedy, remain the silver 

lining among the dark cloud 

of Covid-19! 

Riverdance on hold

Continued from page 1

Plans are underway for the 50th Anniversary of the Buf-
falo Irish Center to be celebrated the weekend of Oct. 9 – 11, 
2020.

Friday night, Oct. 9 features Desire (U2 Cover Band).
Saturday is the Anniversary Gala. The Chieftain Package 

for the Gala is $1000 and includes 10 tickets.  The ticketin-
cludes full bar for 5 hours, food, and music by Good Clean 
Fun Showband (some may remember them from the Emer-
ald Ball) and more to come.  Guests will have access to the 
entire building.  There are only 24Chieftain packages avail-
able for the event which will feature entertainment in the 
Emerald Room and the pub plus exhibits and more in the 
Claddagh Room.Although there will be chairsavailable, we 
are unable to offer table seating. Guests can mingle freely and 
still comply with the NYS health guidelines.Chieftain Pack-
ages go on sale in August.

  Sunday will feature pipe bands, dancers, exhibits and 
more in the BIC and in Heacock Park.

For information or to reserve a package, email: mary@
buffaloirishcenter.com after August 1. 

BUFFALO IRISH CENTER IS  CELEBRATING 50!
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The monument is a cul-
mination of a year-long 
project to memorialize the 
Irish immigrant experience 
in the United States and 
highlight the many contri-
butions immigrants have 
made to our community

New York State Assem-
blyman Pat Burke (D-Buf-
falo) and Buffalo Common 
Councilmember Chris 
Scanlon (D-South Buffalo) 
were joined by friends, col-
leagues, and members of the 
community at the Buffalo 
Irish Center this morning to 
unveil the new Irish Immi-
grant Monument, conclud-
ing a year-long collabora-
tion between the pair. The 
monument memorializes 
the Irish immigrant experi-
ence in the United States. 

“Most of us in the United 
States share a similar story 
of our ancestors immigrat-
ing here for a better life,” 
said Burke. “My grandfa-
ther, Paddy Burke, was a 
plasterer. He came to the 

U.S. from Ireland in 1950 
and fought tooth and nail 
for our family. This monu-
ment is in honor of people 
like him. The road was rocky 
and people were not always 
welcoming, but this country 
ultimately gave Irish-Amer-
icans the chance to succeed, 
and our community is better 
because of it.”

The monument depicts 
contrasting images. On the 
right, a family just arriving 
in New York from Ireland, 
gazing at the Statue of Lib-
erty. On the left, a business 
owner pointing to a sign 
that reads “Irish Need Not 
Apply.” The images capture 
the harsh reality that many 
Irish families faced when 
they arrived in the United 
States with hopes of an eas-
ier path. 

“It has been a pleasure 
collaborating with Assem-
blyman Burke to bring 
public art which depicts 
the Irish immigrant expe-
rience to this community,” 

said Scanlon. “The Irish 
have played a large role in 
the history of Buffalo — as 
laborers, civil servants, re-
ligious clergy, and commu-
nity leaders. Our ancestors 
who emigrated here helped 
to build this city. Despite 
numerous obstacles upon 
their arrival in this country, 
our ancestors persevered 
and left a legacy we are very 
proud of — a legacy we con-
tinue to honor today.”

The monument was com-
missioned by Assemblyman 
Pat Burke and Councilman 
Chris Scanlon and was 
completed by local artist 
Bill Koch at Stone Art Me-
morial in Lackawanna. This 
project was also made pos-
sible through the generosity 
of the Wellness Institute of 
Greater Buffalo & WNY, the 
Irish Cultural & Folk Arts 
Association of WNY, Team-
sters Local 449, Operating 
Engineers Local 17, and Ce-
ment Masons Local 111.

Senator Tim Kennedy, Janet McPhee, Mary Heneghan, Lovejoy District Coun-
cilman Bryan Bollman, West Seneca Councilman Bill Hanley, Erie County Leg-
islator John Gilmour, South District Councilman Chris Scanlon, Assemblyman 
Pat Burke, Assemblywoman Karen McMahon, Assemblyman Sean Ryan, Erie 
County Legislator Tim Meyers, and Orchard Park Councilman Conor Flynn.

Assemblyman Burke and 
Councilmember Scanlon 
unveil Irish Immigrant 

Monument at BIC
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Can a local festival be both popular and 
unknown to Western New Yorkers? It 
can if it’s the Niagara Celtic Heritage 
Festival! This charming event is held 
every year in Northern Niagara County, 
and if you haven’t visited before then 
mark your calendars now: September 17 
& 18.
For many Niagara Celtic is a hidden gem, 
a family-friendly affair that celebrates 
amazing heritage, history and fantasy in 
a way that’s reminiscent of the carnivals 
and fairs of yester-year. The festival 
is packed with non-stop entertainment 
and hands-on fun, all sheltered within 
trees and surrounded by a breathtaking 
view of Lake Ontario. Once you arrive 
you’ll instantly feel magic in the air. 
We’re not kidding! It’s an indescribable 
atmosphere, created out of an amazingly 
diverse crowd surrounded by so many 
new experiences and fun they can’t help 
but smile and get swept away.
There is a wonderful array of Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh foods, artisans, 

performers, craftsmen, animals, 
historical re-enactors and more. Guests 
can shop, dine, listen to music, cheer on 
athletes, learn to swordfi ght, see animal 
demos, explore the popular kid’s corner, 
attend classes…the list goes on and on. 
“You really have to see the festival to 
understand how amazing it is,” explains 
one of the festival’s Associate Directors, 
Vicki Banks. “Every year we have new 
guests join us that are stunned…they 
can’t believe such a unique and wonderful 
festival exists in their ‘backyard’.”
Visiting their website, NiagaraCeltic.
com, you can get a sense at how big 
and broad the festival is. Photos include 
guests enjoying a vast variety of 
entertainment. MacFarlane’s Company is 
one of a handful of groups that have been 
attending since 2001. Based in Ohio, they 
offer hands-on learning, including the 
chance for children to become soldiers 
and battle the British. Longtime member 
Karen Wood has attended since the fi rst 
year.  “I love the many folks who say 

‘My kids played your games at the 1st 
or 2nd [Niagara Celtic] festival and now 
they are in college or have little ones of 
their own!’”
We also believe one of the most 
important parts of their festival is their 
hard-working team of volunteers; nearly 
500 people contribute their talent and 
skills to help make sure guests have a 
wonderful time. To have such a large 
body of volunteers is rare for a modern 
non-profi t, and we can’t help but believe 
that mysterious ‘festival magic’ has 
something to do with it.
Save the Dates: the 16th Niagara Celtic 
Heritage Festival is on Sept. 17 & 18 
in Olcott, NY, which is less than an 
hour drive from Buffalo, Niagara Falls 
and Rochester. There’s also plenty of 
accommodations nearby if you visit for 
the weekend (different events happen 
each day so it’s worth staying). Pre-Sale 
tickets, VIP packages and even special 
discounts are available at NiagaraCeltic.
com; kids 12 & under are free, and there 

is also free parking. 
Of course one way for the festival to be 
memorable is to get in FREE! Visit their 
website by August 26th for a chance to 
win ticket packages- they’re drawing 
6 winners and the contest is open to 
everyone 14 and older.
**TIME AND MONEY SAVING TIP!! 
The festival’s Ticket Booth is always 
busy every year, though the staff works 
hard to process people as fast as possible. 
We recommend not wasting time 
standing in line by ordering your tickets 
online. The system is easy to use, and 
you’ll save money by ordering before 
Labor Day. Irish Times Readers can use 
the special Promo Code: TIMESLOVE 
and save 5% off your order- good until 
9/10! So this year while others stand in a 
long, sunny or windy line, you’ll already 
be enjoying the concerts, shopping, 
food…and everything else you love 
about Niagara Celtic! 
*Photo credit is to Wayne Peters for all 
our photos

The Daughters of Erin had a very 
successful year and although we have a 
summer break from business meetings 
there are festivals and events are on 
our “to do” list. The annual Calendar 
Luncheon, our largest fundraiser, was 
held in May and all 200 plus ladies 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed the 
beautifully decorated tables, lunch and 
the Chinese Auction under the expertise 
of our chairperson Bonnie O’Hara. This 
affords us the opportunity to continue 
our charitable donations throughout the 
year.
Our June meeting began with the 
beautiful candlelit Initiation Ceremony 
for new members. Renee Leiser 
did a wonderful job planning our 

ceremony and delicious catered dinner 
that followed. We welcomed 8 new 
members this year and congratulate 
MaryJo Beltrami, Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Jacqueline Krupczyk, Mary Lynch, 
Elaine McAllister, Patricia Seiner, 
Caroline Spoth and Kristine Werner 
who were sworn in by Past National 
President Meme Riedy. A short business 
meeting led by President Rosemary 
Davis reminded us of the events the 
summer has in store for us.
The Knights of Equity 3rd Degree and 
Ladies of Kincora will host the annual 
“Antless Picnic” on Wednesday July 27 
from 5 – 8pm in the Claddagh Room 
of the Buffalo Irish Center. The event is 
open to all members, family and friends 

and features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
homemade salads, desserts and door 
prizes for adults and children. Tickets 
are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 years and younger and are 
available by calling Knights of Equity 
3rd Degree President Charlie McSwain 
at 860-2491 or can be purchased at 
the door the evening of the event. All 
proceeds benefi t our scholarship fund.
The Knights of Equity and Daughters 
of Erin National Convention will take 
place October 7th and 8th hosted by 
Pittsburgh Court 9 at the Marriott in 
Cranberry Township, PA. Meetings 
and renewing friendships will highlight 
the weekend and we know it will be 
a great time with our friends from 

Court 9 and Detroit Court 6. Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo, will be 
sworn in as National President, so this 
will be a memorable weekend for all in 
attendance.
If you are Catholic and of Irish descent, 
over 18 years of age and would like to 
join our organization, contact President 
Rosemary Davis at 648-1589. Our 
meetings are the third Wednesday of 
each month (except July, August and 
December) at 7pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.
Have a safe, happy and fun summer!

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Closer Than You Realize: A Hidden Adventure along Lake Ontario
Finding Annual Celtic Fun at Olcott Beach

Daughters of Erin
by Meme Riedy

Proud ofBeing

IRISH & 
CATHOLIC

Located In The Buffalo Irish Center

Join The 

ANCIENT
ORDER of 

HIBERNIANS
Contact Tom Lambert (716) 796-7687

Buffalo Irish Times -  18  - July /August Edition 2016



Buffalo Irish Times -  6  - June/July Edition 2020

Guests to include Ambassador of Ireland 
to US, senators, and acclaimed authors and 
scholars across globe

By Marcene Robinson
BUFFALO, N.Y. – James Joyce lovers 

worldwide are welcome to join the Univer-
sity at Buffalo for the James Joyce Collection 
Virtual Bloomsday Celebration, an evening 
to honor the famed writer’s landmark book 
“Ulysses” – considered by many to be the 
novel of the 20th century.

Held on June 16 – the same day the novel 
takes place – Bloomsday is an annual cel-
ebration across the globe that remembers 
the enigmatic story of a day in the life of 
“Ulysses” protagonist Leopold Bloom in 
Dublin, Ireland. Nearly 100 years after its 
publication in 1922, the novel continues to 
capture the hearts, minds and imaginations 
of readers.

Since its inception, Bloomsday has been 
celebrated in many ways, including walking 
tours in Dublin that retrace Bloom’s wan-
derings in the book, period-costume pub 
crawls and theatrical performances. Amidst 
the social distancing restrictions of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Bloomsday celebra-
tions will primarily take place virtually, and 
UB is leading the fun.

As the world’s largest and most compre-
hensive collection of James Joyce materials, 
the UB Poetry Collection will host a dis-
tinctive Bloomsday event featuring readings 
from Ireland’s Ambassador to the United 
States Daniel Mulhall, acclaimed Irish au-
thor Colm Tóibín, New York State Senator 
Tim Kennedy and other notable guests.

The event, scheduled on Tuesday, June 16, 
from 3-4:30 p.m. EDT, is free and open to 
the public. Guests are encouraged to register 
online to receive a link to participate.

Organized by the UB Poetry Collection 
and Office of Alumni Engagement, the pro-
gram will include remarks by UB President 
Satish K. Tripathi, PhD; Poetry Collection 

Curator James Maynard, PhD; Poetry Col-
lection Assistant Curator Alison Fraser, 
PhD; and Michael Groden, PhD, Joyce 
scholar and distinguished university pro-
fessor emeritus at the University of Western 
Ontario.

Featured guests include:

Daniel Mulhall, Ireland’s 18th ambassa-
dor to the U.S. 

Colm Tóibín, Irish novelist, playwright 
and poet, and author of “Brooklyn”

David Norris, Senator in Ireland, Joyce 
scholar and civil rights activist

Katherine McSharry, deputy director of 
the National Library of Ireland

Brigid Hughes, founding editor of liter-
ary journal and publisher “A Public Space ”

Michael Silverblatt, host of “Book-
worm,” a nationally syndicated program 

on KCRW
Simon O’Connor, director of the Muse-

um of Literature Ireland
Vincent O’Neill, artistic director of Buf-

falo’s Irish Classical Theatre Company and 
director of theatre performance in the UB 

Department of Theatre and Dance
Anne Fogarty, PhD, director of the 

James Joyce Research Centre at University 
College Dublin

Margaret Kelleher, PhD, chair of An-
glo-Irish literature and drama at Universi-

ty College Dublin
Molly Peacock, Buffalo-born poet and 

essayist
Gillian McCain, poet and author

UB is home to the largest collection of 
materials on Joyce in the world, including 
more than 10,000 pages of his working pa-
pers, notebooks and manuscripts, as well as 
photographs, portraits and memorabilia.

About the UB James Joyce Collection
Joyce is regarded as one of the most in-

fluential writers of the 20th century and is 
among the most highly researched literary 
figures of all time.

UB is home to the largest collection of 
materials on Joyce in the world, including 
more than 10,000 pages of his working pa-
pers, notebooks and manuscripts, as well 
as photographs, portraits, memorabilia 
and private library, providing unmatched 
glimpses into the author’s writing process 
and literary relationships.

The James Joyce Collection — part of the 
UB Poetry Collection, the library of record 
for 20th- and 21st-century Anglophone po-
etry — is a destination for scholars around 
the world.

More information about the UB James 
Joyce Collection is available online.

UB to host virtual Bloomsday celebration with 
Joyce fans around world

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535
OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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NIAGARANIAGARA

NiagaraCeltic.com

Niagara County Fairgrounds
Sat. 10am-10:30pm | Sun. 10am-6:30pm

Family Friendly a Kids in Free a Come & Join the Fun!

CELTICCELTIC
Sept. 19 & 20

schedule, tickets, lodging & more:

Heritage Festival & Highland GamesHeritage Festival & Highland Games

th20th
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Commemoration of the Apparition 
 of Our Lady at Knock

In 2006 a carving of 
Chauncey Olcott was do-
nated to the Buffalo Irish 
Centeras part of Carvings 
for a Cause that benefit-
ed Re- Tree WNY.  It was 
carved from a silver maple 
that had fallen in the Octo-
ber ice storm.  Unfortunate-
ly, the carving has decayed 
over the years and was in 
danger of collapsing so it 
was removed in the sum-
mer.  Through the gener-

osity and thoughtfulness of 
Chauncey’s Family there is 
a new carving being created 
to replace the original.  The 
new rendering should be in 
place by late July.

 Chauncey Olcott was a 
native of Buffalo, who went 
on in his day, to become 
a world-renowned singer, 
songwriter, and actor of his 
time.  He was best known 
for his portrayals and sup-
port for Irish Heritage in 

America. Chauncey starred 
in numerous Irish inspired-
musicalsacross the country 
and overseas. His credits 
include 20 Hit Broadway 
Plays between 18980 and 
1923. In 1970, he was post-
humously inductedinto the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame, 
whichrecognized 15 of his 
songs, many of which are 
considered classic today.
Amongthe most famous are: 
“I love the name of Mary”. 

“Mother Machree”, “My 
Wild Irish Rose”, “Too ra loo 
ra loo ra””,and “When Irish 
Eyes are smiling”.  

Chauncey was inducted 
into the Buffalo Music Hall 
of Fame in 2017. 

Sincere thanks to 
Chauncey’s Grandchildren: 
Chauncey, Lammy. Charles 
and Jyllfor donating this 
carving in memory of their 
Mother, Janet Olcott John-
stone. 

Chauncey Olcott Carving to be Replaced

Sheila Barrett
Chairperson

The Annual Famine 
Mass will not be held at 
the Monument fortheYear 
2020.   Thinking about the 
number of attendees and 
realizing that the majority is 
made up of the “Vulnerable 
Population” I do not believe 

Social Distancing would be 
an option at the site. A vir-
tual Mass will be celebrated 
for those who have access to 
a computer and zoom.  The 
date and time will be an-
nounced.

The cancellation also 
means that there will not be 
an Offertory collection.  For 
the past two yearsthe ben-
eficiaries of the collection 

were the St Vincent DePaul 
Society and The Columban 
Sister Missions.   In lieu of 
your donation to the Fam-
ine mass collection, would 
you consider a donation to 
either the St Vincent DePaul 
Society or The Columban 
Sister Missions?  You can 
donate to the St Vincent 
DePaul through your parish 
or to The St Vincent DePaul 

Society, 1298 Main Street, 
Buffalo, New York 14209.  
Donations to The Colum-
ban Sister Missions can be 
mailed to St. Columban’s on 
the Lake, 2546 Lake Road, 
Silver Creek, NY 14136.

Take care and Stay Safe 
so that we will see you next 
year at the Famine Mass.

Western New York Famine Committee Annual Mass

Friday
August 21, 2020

7:00pm
Buffalo Irish Center

Celebrant:  Rev. Wm. 
Quinlivan

music led by the 
Celtic Angels
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BIGS
Buffalo Irish 

Genealogical Society

NEXT 3 REGULAR
 MEETINGS

will be in the HDC Conference Room
of the Heritage Discovery Center

100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY 14210

* Jul 21, 2020 - Tue @ 6:00 PM
Oct 3, 2020 - Sat @ 10:30 AM

NEXT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
January 16, 2021 - Saturday @ 10:30 AM 

will be in theGAAA Irish Library  * Buffalo Irish Center
245 Abbott RdBuffalo, NY 14220

VISIT OUR WEB SITE!
http://bigNY.webs.com
or find us on facebook

On Wednesday, May   27, 
2020, on the front page of 
the SOUTH BUFFALO 
NEWS, a weekly newspaper, 
the current treasurer of the 
Buffalo Irish Genealogical 
Society (BIGS) was reward-
ed with a BIG “THANK 
YOU” for supplying infor-
mation concerning that 
newspaper’s history.  

Diane Blaser is quite an 
accomplished researcher, 

not only for our genealogi-
cal society, but helps others 
return medals to rightful 
surviving family members 
such as the Colebrook fam-
ily whose ancestor entered 
the First World War  under 
the assumed name of Frank 
Ryan.  Diane has also  re-
searched Irish Roots for pol-
itician Mickey Kearns, and 
assists adoptees find their 
biological families. Diane 

is also the treasurer for the 
South Buffalo Community 
Table.

We are so proud of Diane 
for her dedication to serving 
others. CONGRATULA-
TIONS, Diane!

If you need assistance, 
email Diane at: DianeBla-
ser@hotmail.com .  I’m sure 
she will do her best to help 
you.

BIGS Member 
researcher received a 

BIG THANK YOU!
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IRISH CULTURE 
& FOLK ART

ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO, NY INC.

SPONSOR OF 
THE ANNUAL 

BUFFALO FEIS

All interested in our 
Irish Heritage are welcome. 

MEETINGS:
2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm 
at the Buffalo Irish Center

For Information, Call
 Charlie McSwain at 716-677-4497

www.buffalofeis.org

The Buffalo Irish Gene-
alogical Society, BIGS, is 
very proud to announce the 
public release of an index 
they created based on actual 
employee cards of the New 
York Central Railroad. 

A collection of discarded 
cards, representing 4,654 
employees, were rescued 
from the Buffalo Central 
Terminal by members of the 
Western New York Railway 
Historical Society, 100 Lee 
St, Buffalo, NY (http://www.
trainweb.org/wnyrhs/in-
dex.htm), the owners of the 
physical collection. BIGS’ 
public index is a shortened 
version and is available for 
public viewing on http://
bigsny.webs.com  Excerpts 
below are of Irish interest. 
All nationalities are includ-
ed in the main index. 

BIGS Releases NEW YORK 
CENTRAL RAILROAD Index-5

Information on cost and how to obtain copies of the actual card is as follows:
1.) $20/employee card/page copy ($25 for a color copy)
An additional $2/backside of card/page and/or each additional related card. Some employees have 4-10 cards 

each. ($3 for color copies)
*EMAILED copies available. (Same prepaid charges apply.)
*On site Downloads would be performed by BIGS volunteers on YOUR device. (Same charges apply)
2.) Payment by check or money order (In person, cash would be accepted and a receipt given at that time.) ALL 

payments to be PREPAID before copies are made. 
Payable to:     BIGS Memo: RR copies
Send to:  BIGS Record Request, Heritage Discovery Center, 100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY 14210 

 RESEARCH INQUIRIES: bigs.hdc@gmail.com   (no phone requests!)
Conditions:
· PUBLICATION: Patrons wishing to use scanned photographic images from the collection must seek permis-

sion first. A user fee is charged per image for one-time use and is established on a case by case basis. 
· COPYRIGHT: The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, US Code) governs the reproduction of copy-

righted material. Requestors assume all responsibility for any considerations pertaining to copyright infringement 
that may arise in the use of the reproduction(s). 

· PRINTS: Unless specified otherwise, all photos will be actual size. 
· SHIPPING: Shipping rates may be higher for out of country orders. 
· QUESTIONS: Email bigs.hdc@gmail.com 

South Buffalo Roots (formerly Can You Dig It, Inc.) 
presented a check for $5000 to the GAAA Board 
Members in support of the Buffalo Irish Center.

Jack Fecio, Cathy Carey, Mary Heneghan, Kathleen Lewis Sullivan,  
Meg Hayes, Megan Crotty Quinn
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As it turns out, Ireland’s 
national holiday, St. Pat-
rick’s Day, is celebrated on 
March 17 because that is 
the day  Saint Patrick him-
self died.

The man who brought 
Christianity to Ireland is 
believed to have died in 
the small village of Saul in 
461 AD, not far from the 
town of Downpatrick in Co. 
Down where he is reputedly 
buried.

Read More:  The story 
of Saint Patrick’s life, from 
kidnapping to Irish Cathol-
icism

Supposedly the great man 
went to his eternal rest at the 
grand old age of 122. The 
Annals of the Four Masters 
recounted in death as fol-
lows:

“Patrick, son of Calphurn, 
son of Potaide, archbish-
op, first primate, and chief 
apostle of Ireland, whom 
Pope Celestine the First had 
sent to preach the Gospel 
and disseminate religion 
and piety among the Irish, 
was the person who separat-

ed them from the worship 
of idols and spectres, who 
conquered and destroyed 
the idols which they had 
for worshipping; who had 
expelled demons and evil 
spirits from among them, 
and brought them from the 
darkness of sin and vice to 
the light of faith and good 
works, and who guided 
and conducted their souls 
from the gates of hell (to 
which they were going), to 
the gates of the kingdom of 
heaven. It was he that bap-
tized and blessed the men, 
women, sons and daugh-
ters of Ireland, with their 
territories and tribes, both 
fresh waters and sea inlets. It 
was by him that many cells, 
monasteries, and church-
es were erected through-
out Ireland; seven hundred 
churches was their number. 
It was by him that bishops, 
priests, and persons of ev-
ery dignity were ordained; 
seven hundred bishops, and 
three thousand priests was 
their number. He worked 
so many miracles and won-

ders, that the human mind 
is incapable of remembering 
or recording the amount of 
good which he did upon 
earth. When the time of St. 
Patrick’s death approached, 
he received the Body of 
Christ from the hands of the 
holy Bishop Tassach, in the 
122nd year of his age, and 
resigned his spirit to heav-
en.”

The date was only official 
enshrined in canon law as 
a holy day by the Vatican 
in 1631 and was supposed-
ly first celebrated on Amer-
ican shores in 1737  when 
wealthy members of Bos-
ton’s Irish community threw 
a party to welcome newly 
arrived Irish immigrants.

Over the years St Patrick’s 
Day has grown from a  sol-
emn feast day when pubs 
shut in Ireland to the global 
celebration of Irish culture 
and heritage  we known to-
day.

H/T:  Culturalheritageire-
land.ie

Have you ever wondered 
why St. Patrick’s Day is 
celebrated on March 17 

specifically?
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GENEALOGY
Family Research

Guidelines to untangling your roots

Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Road, Orchard Park NY 14127

(716) 662-1164
dmshine@aol.com

“…the magical journey to find my Irish 
ancestral grounds became the inspiration for 

IRELAND SPEAKS: 
Poems From My Soul.” 

Written, illustrated and published 
by Donna M. Shine

 

 

 

$13.00 ($10 PLUS $3 POSTAGE) TO:
Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Rd

Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 662-1164

Email: Dmshine@aol.com 

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535
OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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March wasn’t anything 
like we had experienced 
before, that’s for sure! The 
dancers were lucky enough 
to get in a few shows in the 
month of February and ear-
ly March, but then we all 
went into quarantine like 
everyone else. Dancers, par-
ents and teachers were all 
so disappointed as we love 
performing at senior cen-
ters, schools and events, not 
to mention the Old Ward 
and downtown parades!   
And then when Riverdance 
at Shea’s got cancelled, our 
hearts were crushed!  We 
appreciate the efforts of 
all those who had to make 
these hard decisions and 

we know it kept us all safe.  
We also know that when 
this passes, as it will, we will 
get to dance for the seniors 
again and Riverdance is 
scheduled to come back to 
Shea’s next March.

In the meantime, dancers 
have been very busy ‘zoom-
ing’ classes!  As teachers, we 
are so impressed with how 
hard the kids are working 
as they want to be ready for 
a feis season that may be 
delayed, but will happen.   
Each dancers practice space 
is unique.  Some dancers are 
taking advantage of great 
weather and dancing out-
side, others in their living 
rooms or basements!  It has 

been inspiring to watch how 
dedicated these dancers are 

to practice regardless of area 
they are doing it in.  And de-

spite the World Champion-
ships being cancelled as well 
as the National Champion-
ships, dancers are working 
as if everything still on the 
schedule which is amazing!  
We’ve even had fun themed 
dance classes like “Meet 
your favorite stuffed ani-
mal” and zoom scavenger 
hunts.   Dancers have been 
busy with google classroom 
as well, creating great art-
work, videos, and pictures.  

The parents of these danc-
ers are amazing!  Between 
becoming homeschool 
teachers, working from 
home, and keeping activities 
going, we are impressed and 
have no idea how you are 

getting it done other than 
you must be super-humans!   
We are grateful for all our 
front line workers as well as 
all those working at essen-
tial stores.  You are truly ap-
preciated.  It has been great 
to see all the support of lo-
cal restaurants and shops, 
including the Buffalo Irish 
Center’s Wednesday & Fri-
day “Curbside” food pickup.   
We are so looking forward 
to getting back into the 
dance studio there as well as 
all our other locations!

Stay Strong, Stay Healthy, 
and be patient…we will all 
be together again soon!

RNT Social DIS-Dancing

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535
OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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John Morrison, Tim O’Sullivan, Liam Knot, Brigid Knot, Dan O’Sullivan
Madonna Verrastro, Jen Letina, Denise Morrison, Kevin O’Brien, Pat McGuin-

ness, Mark O’Neill

The non-profit behind the 
South Buffalo Irish Festival 
and South Buffalo Porch Fest 
was formally known as Can 
You Dig It, Inc. We want-
ed to introduce everyone 
to our new name, new logo 
and remind you of our same 
mission… Supporting the 
growth, empowerment and 
culture of South Buffalo.

Follow our page as we 
spotlight our local business-
es, support our amazing 
community, show the faces 
behind this entity and, most 
importantly, continue to dig 
our roots.

We’re all in this together. 
Sláinte! 

By Pat Pike

In February my friend 
Ann Marie Przybyl, an ex-
perienced knitter, emailed 
Mary Claire Dolata and 
I a photo of the Donegal 
Traveler by Louise O’Neill. 
Love at first sight. The pat-
tern was on sale and I had 
rebate money in my pay 
pal account so off I went.  
Louise finds pattern inspi-
ration in traditional and 
Celtic melodies which are 
translated into cables and 
twisted stitches. The Do-
negal Traveler, an Irish 
reel that weaves its magic 
to dispel on any gloom.  
Who would have thought 
Covid-19 gloom would 
home bound me with-
in a month.  Well I had 
lots of projects to choose 
from alas spring cleaning 
wasn’t at the top of my 
list. Large box of books to 
choose from got right on 
that. Then justification for 
keeping all those pieces 
of cotton fabric, I started 
cleaning the craft closet 
and found all the makings 
for masks.  Well of course 
I had to embellish one 
with a little Irish Crochet.

Many of my hobbies 
are fiber arts, Lace mak-
ing, Knitting/Crocheting 
and embroidery and I 
belong to guilds that sup-
port these.  I have at least 
one or more project in 
all of these mediums at 
any given time. Whenev-
er anyone is struck on a 
project there are multiple 
opportunities to get some 
advice in person. The 
Knitting Guild meeting in 
March was the last time I 
saw my knitting friends 
and determined I wasn’t 
ready to do the Donegal 
from a chart pattern.  Row 
by row written instruction 
for this numerical brain 

of mine was helpful.   The 
pattern gave four lengths 
to choose from all 12” 
wide.  So I began my 77” 
journey.  Things went well 
for a while until I realized 
I cabled in the wrong di-
rection a few times early 
on and couldn’t live with 
that so started over as 
there was no one to talk 
me out of it. Ann Marie, 
at the start, said you’ll get 
into the flow and I did.  
Well until over confidence 
set in as I passed the half-

way mark, had to back out 
a 32 row repeat to fix that 
up. The nice part was this 
project was done in wool 
and as Mother Nature 
kept providing snow all 
was good.  As the weath-
er was predicted to heat 
up finishing was my focus 
and finish I did; on to the 
Patriotic Shawlette. 

Being a people person 
this has been a challeng-
ing time.  Nice weath-
er helps as I have great 
neighbors and we can so-
cial distance and visit. No 
doubt there will be some 
pretty awesome yards 
this year. If I am spending 
most of my time in mine I 
want a good view.   Zoom 
has been a blessing.  Who 
would have thought knit-
ting, lacemaking and clog 
dancing can all be done 
in Brady Fashion.  I am 
looking forward to the 
safe return of face to face 
encounters.

The Donegal Traveler, a 
Covid-19 Journey

UIAA - UNITED IRISH 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
BUFFALO IRISH CENTER

Introducing… South 
Buffalo Roots
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Joseph Xavier Martin

We visited Holy Cross Cemetery, in 
Lackawanna, today. It was sunny and a 
cool 62 degrees out on this early Octo-
ber morning. The cemetery is timeless 
in its appearance. The weather worn 
limestone grave markers signal your en-
trance into the repose of the transplant-
ed Irish. O’Malley, O’Reilly, O’Toole: 
Deegan, Dugan and Dunne. It is a litany 
of the Gaels who had crossed the broad 
Ocean to find a home on the far shores 
of Lake Erie.  Many of the names on the 
headstones are familiar to me, family 
friends and neighbors from the nearby 
community of South Buffalo.

  The St. Jude section here is a well-
known destination for me. We stop 
first at Brother Eddie’s resting place 
and straighten up the grass around his 
stone. The heavy grass growth had cov-
ered much of the inground marker. A 
few rows away, we clean up Maureen 
& Mom, Dad’s/Danny’s stone. We say 
a prayer and move onto the nearby As-
sumption section where Brother Jack’s 
grand marble marker sits proudly. He 
would have liked the etched Claddagh 
image and the Irish blessing on its face. I 
leave a golf ball on the edge of the stone 
as a memento. The visit is a reminder to 
me of who we are and from whence we 
had come.

 We drive along McKinley Pkwy and 
then past Trocaire College/Mt. Mercy 
Academy. The homes along the way are 
a Rota to me of friends and family, some 
now long passed on. I catalogue each 
remembrance as we drive into the leafy 
green expanse of Cazenovia Park. The 
park entrance here at Abbot Rd. is now 
named after legendary Southpaw Base-
ball hurler Warren Spahn. He had been 
born and raised a few blocks from here 
before spending most of his playing ca-
reer with the Milwaukee Brewers. They 
well remember their sports heroes here.

  A little league soccer game was in 
progress in the small field opposite the 
old Cazenovia pool and along the Irish 
incubators like Neuman Street. Throngs 
of parents and grandparents watch their 
progeny run up and down the field in a 
timeless pursuit of autumn. The old Ca-
zenovia pool is filled in now. The ren-

ovated Cazenovia Casino, sturdy brick 
and prosperous in its appearance, is still 
an empty monument to times long past. 
A hundred years ago the casino had 
rented out canoes for recreation on the 
small pond in front and nearby Cazeno-
via Creek.

  Different generations live here to-
day, unaware of their collective past. We 
park next to the small brick structure 
that once served as a park office of sorts. 
A baseball game was in progress in the 
nearby diamond. Two Catholic elemen-
tary teams are going head to head. The 
team is coed, something novel for this 
area. Before the Federal Title Nine stat-
ues in the early seventies, young girls 
were relegated to the benches as specta-
tors. We walk around the asphalt path 
that circles the “bowl” area of Cazenovia 
Park. The small grove of chestnut trees, 
immediately adjacent to the old St. John 
the Evangelist elementary school, re-
minds me of the Kinger’s games that 
we used to play there. We would first 
capture the smooth chestnuts from the 
high trees, before fashioning them into 
home-made slingers. I wrote a story 
about it once and still have fond recol-
lections of the area.

 Next, we come upon Seneca Parkside. 
It is a small dead-end street that the 
Martin Family had once called home. 
We walk slowly up the small street. 
The two-story, wooden houses are old-
er now, some dating back to the 1920’s. 
They show their wear, aging dowagers 
straining to retain their cosmetic beauty. 
I know each house from our years here. 
I mentally tick off the list of occupants 
from years past, as I walk along. Gaska, 
Fitzpatrick, Martin, Esford, Johnson, 
Sullivan, Doyle, Carroll, Brown, Reidell, 
Gray, Acquino, Pingre, Spencer, Mun-
son, Jackson, Thilke. The names come 
easily to mind and with them a Rota of 
faces and flash of memories from long 
ago. In some plane of being, they all still 
reside here, living out their eternal ex-
istence.

  At the corner of the street, I look 
along Seneca Street and see what once 
was there. Liberty Bank, Colonial Kitch-
en, Mohican Market, Sears, Hens & Kel-
ly’s, Kinmaid-Mattar clothes, the Sen-
eca Show and several others. Only the 
venerable Ettore Winter Photographic 

studio remains from the past. The once 
busy commercial area is now a weary 
and dimmer version of its past. The area 
is changing. Some of her successful sons 
and daughters are trying their best to re-
suscitate and redevelop the once vibrant 
area. I wish them luck for the hope to 
the area that they inspire.

    Like most northeastern American 
cities, it is wearing down as successive 
generations of people live out their 
lives amidst the gritty urban existence. 
We walk down Theresa Place, the next 
street over. I know the names that once 
lived here along my old Courier Express 
Paper route. Moore, O’Neil, Gorman, 
Cooley, Keifer, Devereaux. It is part of 
the same Rota of memories that I share 
from Seneca Parkside. I remember well 
the faces and personalities of those who 
once lived here. None I think remain.

 Across the ring road, Cazenovia Park 
beckons. We walk past the old Caz Li-
brary. It is open now but only barely 
survives. Library consolidation has 
tossed it upon the tender mercies of a 
private support club. I remember my 
first library card here at age four and the 
many, many hours of enjoyment spent 
inside its solid brick expanse. Just across 
the street, on the banks of the creek, I 
see the venerable American Legion 
posy #721. CBS newsman Tim Russert 
and his dad had made the place mildly 
famous in years past as one of their wa-
tering holes. I remember weddings and 
other events there from long past. We 
walk across the green bridge that strad-
dles Cazenovia Creek between the two 
legions Drives. In Winter, ice jams can 
clog the creek, threatening to flood the 
area. We see and appreciate the remark-
ably unique housing along Cazenovia 
Street. Turrets and solid, two-story 
wooden homes sit in good appearance, 
facing the park. Many local stories are 
etched there in these clapboard homes.

 The “pond” is gone now, replaced by 
a small grassy meadow. I remember ice 
skating on that rough surfaced and open 
expanse. The nearby “stone bridge” is 
also a distant memory. It was a gather-
ing spot for teens in ages past. Stories 
of some manufactured scare called the 
“Pink Ghost” come to mind. I don’t re-
member who or what it was only that is 
was the “scare de jour” for a few years. 

The Tosh Collins community center 
occupies the corner of Cazenovia and 
Abbot Rds. Behind it an indoor ice rink 
and next to it an enclosed swimming 
pool. It is quite a complex for a city 
neighborhood. The small brick building 
here is all that remains of the open aired 
Cazenovia Ice Rink. One of the areas 
sons had been Buffalo Mayor for sixteen 
years. These structures are part of his 
favored legacy to his home turf. Across 
Abbott Rd., sits Mercy Hospital in all its 
expanded glory. The Mercy Nuns could 
never have imagined the size of the place 
now, with its adjacent parking ramp.

  We continue walking through the 
park. I see the familiar athletic fields and 
even the Cazenovia park golf course in 
the distance. We again cross Cazeno-
via Creek, over another venerable iron 
bridge. We watch the flights of ducks 
and Geese wading on the shallow and 
swiftly running waters of the creek be-
low us. The leaves will soon change in 
the high trees around us. The snows will 
come in a few weeks to clasp the park 
in its snowy embrace. Many memories 
from this Park are with me still.

We walk through the small play-
ground, near the old wading pool, and 
by the venerable Casino again. Anoth-
er Soccer game is in progress in the 
field before it. This grassy expanse had 
once been a small lake. We stop at the 
shelter house and look at a section of 
newly paved bricks. Many are inscribed 
with names of families that I have long 
known. It is a memorial of sorts to the 
better healed or larger families in the 
area. Each name on the stones evokes 
another memory for me of lives and 
times now long past. It is time for us to 
go. We mount up the chariot and drive 
slowly along the park ring road. How 
many memories can an area hold for 
you? Here there are thousands for me. 
Most are pleasant, and all in my distant 
past. We are who we were and this area 
is what I was and am. I come here not 
often but regularly, to remind myself of 
that. It is a pleasant thing for me to do. 
South Buffalo is Buffalo’s southern Is-
land. And though I no longer live there, 
I am an islander still.

Visit to Buffalo’s Southern Island
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Buffalo Commemorates the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fenian Invasion of 1866

by William Butler
During the early morning of June 1, 1866, 
Colonel John O’Neill, a member of the Fenian 
Brotherhood from Nashville, Tennessee led 
a combined force of Irish-American Civil 
War veterans from Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Buffalo, New York to invade 
British North America (now Canada) with 
the objective of seizing the Welland Canal 
and holding Canada hostage until the British 
government recognized the freedom of the 
Irish people.  In the dark of night, between 500 
and 800 men were ferried across the Niagara 
River from the docks of the Pratt Ironworks 
which is now Tow Path Park at the foot of 
Hertel Avenue.  After decisively defeating 
Canadian militia and the Queen’s Own Rifl es 
in battles at Ridgeway and Fort Erie, O’Neill 
and his men were forced to retreat as their lines 
of supplies and reinforcements were cut off 
by US Army General George Meade and the 
USS Michigan.  One hundred and fi fty years 
later, this herculean effort was respectfully 
remembered by commemorative events 
sponsored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH), Erie County Division 1 and Black 
Rock Historical Society.
 On June 3, a traditional Irish Hooley was 
held in the Emerald Room of the Buffalo 
Irish Center where guests were treated to 
musical selections from the “Fenian Songster” 
performed by Rush the Growler.  Appropriate 
pomp and circumstance was also provided by 
the Erie County Sheriff’s Pipes and Drums.  
President Tom Lambert of the AOH welcomed 
the guests and introduced NYS Senator and 
special guest of honor Consul General of 
Ireland in New York Barbara Jones.  Mr. 
Kennedy described the importance of the 
Fenian invasion not only from the perspective 
of Buffalo history, but also because of its 
signifi cance to both Canadian confederation 
and Irish independence.  He acknowledged 

the year 2016 as the sesquicentennial of the 
invasion of 1866, in addition to the centennial 
of the Easter Rising of 1916 – a fact that has not 
been lost on historians.  Ms. Jones expressed 
her gratitude to the Buffalo Irish Center for 
their work in preserving and celebrating Irish 
culture in the United States.  Not only did she 
recognize the Fenian soldiers who took up arms 
for the cause of Irish independence, but also 
the women who “scrubbed fl oors and opened 
doors” as domestic servants and selfl essly gave 
their precious pennies and dimes to fund the 
struggle for freedom.  
In an historic reenactment, Raymond Ball, 
Sr. of the Buffalo 7th Regiment, Irish Army 
of Liberation commanded the center fl oor 
of the Emerald Room and “mustered the 
troops” to “organize Companies, Battalions 
and Regiments in the City of Buffalo for the 
army of the Irish Republic.”  After his call 
to arms, the Fenian Sisterhood presented 
the replica fl ag which was originally carried 
by their brethren into battle in 1866.  These 
“Sisters” represented the wives, daughters 
and sweethearts of the Fenian soldiers who 
historically helped raise money for the Fenian 
Brotherhood through fancy balls and picnics.  
Today, the original fl ag, with its gold sunburst 
and border on a fi eld of green, is curated at the 
Buffalo History Museum but unfortunately has 
become greatly deteriorated and is no longer 
available for public viewing.
On June 4, the historic Black Rock community 
hosted a formal procession from Amherst 
Street along Niagara Street to the Fenian 
Invasion of 1866 monument at Tow Path 
Park.  Before stepping off, the Buffalo 7th 
Regiment provided a “Living History” 
presentation of a Civil War-era encampment at 
Market Square which gave local residents and 
visitors alike the opportunity to “inspect the 
troops.”  Accompanied by City Councilman 

Joe Golombek and City Comptroller Mark 
Schroeder, Grand Marshalls Consul General 
of Ireland Jones and Senator Kennedy led 
units representing the AOH, Buffalo Fenians 
Gaelic Football Club, Erie County Sheriff’s 
Pipes and Drums, Niagara Celtic Festival, and 
Black Rock Historical Society.  After arriving 
at the monument, Tom Callaghan began the 
ceremony with an opening prayer for the brave 
Irish-American soldiers who sacrifi ced so 
much for the cause of freedom for all Ireland.   
With the scenic backdrop of the blue waters 
of the Niagara and green shoreline of Canada, 
Kate Schroeder sang touching renditions of 
both the Irish and US national anthems. 
After the anthems, Mr. Kennedy addressed the 
crowd by fi rst thanking the individuals and 
organizations who were responsible for the 
planning and sponsorship the commemorative 
events.  He also respectfully remembered the 
Irish-Americans who placed themselves in 
harm’s way for the cause of Irish freedom.  
Only one year prior, these courageous men had 
fought the bloodiest war in US history; yet the 
fi ght for the independence of Ireland was so 
vital that they did not hesitate to take up arms 
once again for their homeland.  Recognizing 
the achievements that the Fenian Invasion had 
gained for both Ireland and Canada, Ms. Jones 
acknowledged the long fi ght for Irish freedom 
and the men and women who sacrifi ced all 
they had to achieve it.  Despite this at times 
deadly struggle, she emphasized that the fl ag 
of the Republic is truly a fl ag of peace.  From 
the Rising of 1848 to the Easter Rising of 1916 
and beyond, the green represents Ireland’s 
Gaelic tradition with the orange representing 
the followers of William of Orange.  Most 
importantly, the white of the “Irish tricolour” 
signifi es the lasting truce between the “Green” 
and the “Orange.”  
AOH Brothers Kevin Lafferty and Jim O’Brien 

explained how the invasion rekindled the fi res 
of freedom as a direct forebear to Padraig 
Pearse’s legendary graveside oration for the 
famous Fenian Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa 
and of course the Easter Rising of 1916.  In 
solemn remembrance, Mr. Lambert recited the 
names of the Fenian patriots who were killed 
during the Battles of Ridgeway and Fort Erie 
in 1866.  Following a memorial three-volley 
musket salute by the Buffalo 7th Regiment, 
Irish Army of Liberation, Raymond Ball, Jr. 
played taps in honor of the fallen.  Ms. Jones 
and Mr. Kennedy then ceremoniously carried a 
fl oral wreath from the monument and placed it 
on the waters of the Niagara where the Fenian 
soldiers had crossed 150 years ago.  In a fi nal 
gesture of respect, the historic Fireboat Edward 
M. Cotter arched a symbolic water salute from 
its powerful pumps and turrets.
After the ceremony, the Black Rock Historical 
Society hosted a reception at their museum 
at 1902 Niagara Street.  Amid displays 
representing the Black Rock, Riverside, West 
Hertel and Grant-Amherst communities, guests 
enjoyed light refreshments including a special 
craft brew that was tapped just for the occasion 
by Community Beer Works – an Irish red amber 
ale named Céad Mile Fáilte.  Guests were 
also privileged to have the opportunity to talk 
with Irish scholars and authors including Dr. 
Bridgette Slavin (Professor of Celtic Studies, 
Medaille College), Tim Bohen (author of 
Against the Grain), Dr. Tim Madigan (Director 
of Irish Studies Program, St. John Fisher 
College) and Dr. David Doolan (lecturer/tutor 
and author of Transnational Revolutionaries, 
The Fenian Invasion of Canada, 1866).
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The Illustrated Life of Michael Collins by 
Colm Connolly is a short multipictured look 
at the brief but important life of Michael 
Collins.  A hero of the 1916 revolt, he was 
assassinated during the civil war, which 
followed the establishment of the Irish Free 
State.

Readers looking for an in-depth biography 
of his life will not fi nd it in this work.  What 
you will fi nd is a very readable glimpse into 
the life of  “The Big Fellow,” as many called 
him.  

Michael Collins was a man of many gifts.  
While his formal education ended at the 
local National School, he acquired a love of 
books and learning from his father at an early 
age.  At the age of six his father died. Young 
Michael continued learning from his family 
and members of the community.  During this 
time he developed a knowledge and love of 
Ireland, its history and a fi erce devotion for 
Irish independence.

Michael was also gifted with good looks and 
guile.  These talents helped him in personal 
relationships and in establishing a stunningly 
successful spy ring.  His use of “G” men and 
operatives such as the “Twelve Apostles” 
proved very useful in dealing with the far 
superior British Army.

Although a brief work, The Illustrated Life 
of Michael Collins gives the reader a real 

feel for the man who served Ireland so well 
during these desperate times.  On his father’s 
deathbed, “he pointed to Michael junior and 
said to the assembled family: ‘Mind that 
child.  He’ll be a great man yet and will do 
things for Ireland.’”

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
by appointment. Please contact me fi rst as 
there is an Irish language class being held in 
the library at that time.  I may be reached 
at:  716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  
Volunteers are always welcome and we are 
still looking for book club members.

Gems from the Library
Jim Boyle

10 Family History Questions 
to Ask Your Grandparents

When researching your family history, one of the greatest resources at your disposal are 
your living relatives. Your grandparents and other older relatives may just be your closest 
connection to earlier generations of your family.
When your grandparents pass, their knowledge and memories of your family’s history 
disappear forever.
Interviewing your elderly relatives now is not only great for capturing and preserving their 
stories for future generations, but also a wonderful way to get to know them better.
Here are some questions to ask your grandparents before it’s too late:
1. What were the names and birthdates of your siblings, parents and grandparents? Did any of 
them have nicknames?
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents share any stories with you about that day?
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happiest? Saddest?
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy doing for fun?
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where did you go to school?
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma?
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child?
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What jobs did you have?
9. What events most impacted your life growing up?
10. What would you say is your proudest achievement?

Thomas W. Carroll Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division One and the 

Black Rock Historical Society

Recently worked together to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Fenian Invasion of 
Canada from Buffalo in 1866 at the Fenian 
Monument.  This commemoration also 
marked the 5th Annual commemoration 
of the Fenian Invasion by the AOH at the 
actual site of the Fenian Invasion along 
the Niagara River in Towpath Park.  The 
commemoration was the culmination of 
events on Friday June 3rd and Saturday 
June 4th, 2016.  A Hooley was held at the 
Buffalo Irish Center on Friday.  Saturday’s 
events included a Parade down Niagara 
Street to the Fenian Monument and a 
very moving ceremony at the Monument, 
attended by almost one hundred individuals, 

including the Consul General of Ireland, 
Barbara Jones, local dignitaries including 
New York State Senator Tim Kennedy, City 
of Buffalo Comptroller, Mark Schroeder 
and many members of the AOH and the 
Black Rock Historical Society.  The day’s 
events concluded with a reception at the 
Black Rock Historical Society Museum.  
The weekend’s events not only helped to 
honor an important event in the history 
of Buffalo, but also helped to honor those 
brave individuals who also served to inspire 
the Easter Rising in Ireland fi fty years later!  
Tom Lambert, AOH NYS Secretary and 
AOH Division One President

NYS Senator, Tim Kennedy; AOH Member Larry Ginnane; Irish Consul 
General, Barbara Jones;  AOH NYS Secretary and Division One President, 
Tom Lambert; AOH Standing Committee Chairman, Jim O’Brien; AOH Vice 
President Kevin Lafferty, AOH Member Patrick Krey; AOH Financial Secretary, 
Tom Callaghan and AOH Member Bill Butler.

Ruairí McKiernan is a renowned Irish social cam-
paigner, Fulbright scholar, former Presidential ap-
pointee to Ireland’s Council of State, and European 
Director of the American nonprofit Narrative 4. He is 
also the host of the popular Love and Courage pod-
cast, founder of the pioneering SpunOut.ie national 
youth charity, and a founding member of the Uplift 
organization. In 2017, the global social entrepreneur 
foundation, Ashoka, named McKiernan one of the top 
ten people leading social change in Ireland.

Annual Mass and Commemoration will be 
 celebrated on Sunday, August 23. 2020 at the

Buffalo Irish Center
Outdoors at the Mise Éire Mural

Celebrant- Msgr. David Gallivan
Music coordinated by Kindred

Monetary Offerings will benefit:
  • Society of St. Columban, Silver Creek, NY
   • St. Vincent DePaul, Buffalo, NY

   Nonperishable foods offerings will benefit:
   • St. Vincent DePaul Kitchen

All plans are contingent upon the COVID19 social situation in August.

WNY IRISH FAMINE 
MEMORIAL

Stephen Colbert  will ap-
pear during a virtual mara-
thon reading of James Joyce’s 
masterpiece Ulysses, hosted 
by the New York venue Sym-
phony Space. The event will 
take place June 16th, which 
is known as “Bloomsday,” 
as  Ulysses  takes place over 
the course of one day, June 
16th, 1904, and the book’s 
protagonist is named Leop-
old Bloom.

Bloomsday on Broad-
way  is an annual Sympho-
ny Space tradition and this 
year marks its 39th edition. 
But since the event can’t be 
held in person because of 

the COVID-19 crisis, this 
year’s lineup of actors and 
authors will read Ulysses on 
the Symphony Space You-
Tube page, starting at 8 a.m. 
ET on the 16th. Here is a 
link:  https://www.sympho-
nyspace.org/events/virtu-

al-bloomsday-on-broadway
Colbert is one of several 

readers in a lineup that fea-
tures Claire Danes, Cynthia 
Nixon, Brian Cox, Zach 
Grenier, Donna Lynne 
Champlin, Hugh Dancy, 
Kate Mulgrew, Peter Francis 
James, Mia Dillon, Malachy 
McCourt, Colum McCann, 
Juliana Canfield, Denis 
O’Hare, Fiona Shaw, Dan 
Stevens, and Kristen Vangs-
ness. The event will also 
feature music from Brenda 
Castles, Nuala Kennedy, 
Chris Ranney, Caoimhin 
Vallely, and Caitlin Warbe-
low.

Virtual Bloomsday on 
Broadway

Hitching 
for hope
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